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Introduction 

LANDS was formed just 2 years ago, and our 2nd Annual Party Congress is being convened to 

mark the occasion. 

Our material realities have left us scattered, so it would be difficult to host a physical session of the 

Party Congress that would include everyone; online voting is being done to facilitate persons in 

rural areas or outside of Jamaica. In the future, we hope to hold physical sessions, while still 

facilitating voting for the diaspora. Unit leaders have planned a sort of physical link-up in 

Kingston, on the evening of Monday November 12; contact your unit leader to express interest. 

In this document, you will find letters from our external allies, addresses from party members, 

addresses from observers, and some general information on the constitutional amendments and 

the candidates that members will be voting on. 
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Past Congresses 

May 2017 

In May of last year, we held our first ‘Party Congress’ to formalise our constitution and the 

organisation’s leadership. It had been only 6 months since we formed ourselves. We could have 

waited until November of last year to hold our first session, but that would have left us without a 

legitimate consolidated leadership or any sense of direction. The timing of the first Party Congress, 

was crucial to the development of the organisation. 

At the time, a document called “Going Forward After the 2017 Midterm Votes” was written, to 

lay out our priorities. In trying to define our lines of work, organising goals were explained as 

ideological and logistical organising. 

It was established, early on, that ideological organising is not merely establishing channels to 

disseminate information; ideological organising isn’t just agitation and propaganda. Ideological 

organising also means sitting down, thoroughly discussing and developing ideas, holding ourselves 

accountable to each other and our people, and so on. After we go through those processes, we can 

formalise our positions and then take action. Our actions can involve making legislative/policy 

proposals and disseminating information to inform and/or influence others. 

Ideological organising has its limitations, however. Ideological organising involves us challenging 

an entire system, and not everyone has time to think about ‘the system’ even though it affects 

them daily, because the way it affects them is designed to alienate them to prevent them from 

challenging it. We should have a presence in our communities and aim to meet the needs of the 

people there if we can, or at least alleviate some of their struggles. 

Logistical organising can involve projects like community gardens, breakfast programmes, 

socialised transportation, patching roads, helping students with schoolwork, setting up health fairs, 

setting up self-defence training for girls, getting legal aid for people going to court, preventing 

people from being evicted, filling prescriptions for persons who aren’t very mobile, etc. – these 

are, however, much easier said than done. We will have to strengthen the organisation and have a 

significant number of disciplined and dedicated members to start and maintain any projects. 

Questions still linger about what we are, what it means to be a political party, what our activity is 

supposed to look like. We’re defining ourselves more as we go along; we have made significant 

progress from May 2017. 

  



Jamaica LANDS  2nd Annual Party Congress 
  Past Congresses 

   Page 6 of 37 

November 2017 

Our second congress, the 1st Annual Party Congress, was held in November to mark 1 year since 

we were formed. In our early days, we had some ambitious goals that we wanted to accomplish by 

the time we were a year old. When November came, we realised that we hadn’t met some of our 

goals. 

One of our goals was to have 3 active units, and we didn’t have that yet. A problem we faced then, 

that we still face now, was a lack of persons willing to do the work necessary to lead the units. We 

also lacked tools to organise. 

We addressed a lot of shortfalls. The leadership was in a difficult place of trying to decide between 

solidly organising the party’s internal affairs and recruiting more people. There was difficulty in 

internal organisation because we didn’t have enough persons, and we didn’t want to do mass 

recruitment to a disorganised entity where we would have a wave of excitement that could easily 

die out. 

The general membership wasn’t blameless either. It took a while for persons to take the idea of 

meetings and consistency seriously. There was always a core of about a dozen persons who would 

make it to meetings when they could, but this was at a time that over 80 persons had registered 

with us. 

There was also this expectation of a top-heavy organisation structure, completely contrary to the 

democratic ideals that we try to live up to. From day 1, LANDS was an idea among a group of 

persons and never 1 individual. LANDS is something that all members own together, not 

something that any single member or clique should have a monopoly on. The membership should 

feel free to replace the leadership or change course at any point. Members will have varying levels 

of influence and attract varying levels of respect, but no member inherently has more authority 

than another; authority will derive from the consensus of the general membership, manifested by 

our internal election processes. 
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Reports 

From the First Secretary – Christophe Simpson 

Units 

Things are coming together well. In November 2017, we had about 4 units on paper but only 2 

were active. Now, in November 2018, we have 6 units; 4 are active and meet consistently, 1 is 

getting itself together, and 1 other is very new but promising. 

In the past, we didn’t have the hang of things, so we didn’t know what we lacked. As we’ve grown 

and felt more of a sense of what is necessary, we’ve developed internal systems and procedures to 

make organising ourselves easier. 

The Secretariat used to have a list of persons assigned to each unit, and the unit leaders would 

have to check our list and their own individual lists to ensure that things matched up. When 

someone new joined the organisation, we used to have to send an email to the unit leader whose 

unit we were assigning them to, and the unit leader would have to remember to stay in touch with 

that person. This work relied on too many routine tasks and simple memory, but that was not 

enough. Since then, we’ve developed a system where the Secretariat has a list of everyone who has 

registered, and which unit each person is assigned to. Each unit leader has their own list that only 

contains names and contact information for persons assigned to their unit; the lists are 

automatically updated, where a change on the main list is reflected in the individual units’ lists. For 

example, if we move someone from unit A to unit B, the person’s name and information 

automatically disappear from unit A’s list and appear on unit B’s list. 

We also now have a meeting report system that makes follow-up and cohesion much easier. In the 

past, unit leaders would submit their meeting reports by email; the Secretariat would then manage 

the flow of information by sending the report to other units, committees, or whoever else may be 

interested in what the meeting was about. Now, we have a system where everyone submits a 

meeting report through a form, and the information automatically pops up on a database that 

every unit leader can access. This allows information to flow easier between units, without reliance 

on the organisation’s leadership. All units, including the newest one, have submitted excellent 

meeting reports that demonstrates that high-quality discussions have been taking place. 

There was a point where getting everything together internally seemed like a difficult job; we 

wanted to recruit and expand, but I warned that we should focus on strengthening our internal 

structures first. We’ve managed to fix our internal affairs, and I am now confident that we can 

begin recruiting and expanding. Our organisation is at a level that it can handle growth, both in 

terms of getting more persons involved and setting up new units. 
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One thing we still haven’t done is to set up units in communities. Currently, all our units are small 

cadres or the at-large units, but we don’t have any community units or what we’ll call “people’s 

units” if the constitutional draft is approved. The different types of units are explained in the 

document on “Involvement and Roles” that has been circulated among unit leaders. 

Whereas cadre units focus on issues from a policy and system angle, and whereas partisans and 

cadets in the cadre units are required to meet certain criteria, people’s units will be different. 

People’s units will discuss the same issues, but they aren’t required to frame their discussions 

around the development of policy or to have any ideological basis for the ideas they express. 

Members of people’s units can simply express views from a personal angle, speaking of how issues 

personally affect them or their families. They can propose local projects that benefit their 

communities. Just like cadre units, they are free to propose policies and participate in the 

development of policies; they will submit meeting reports and have access to meeting reports, just 

like cadre units do. 

Cadre units are required to maintain some sort of ideological coherence and a certain level of 

discipline, but people’s units aren’t. The point of people’s units is to broaden discussion, to allow 

the organisation to be inclusive of more people with more perspectives, rather than confining 

ourselves to a potential echo chamber. The interaction between people’s units and other bodies 

within the organisation will allow us to test our ideas and see how well we are in-step with the 

people; it will force us to ground ourselves and hold ourselves accountable to the people. 

We have the capacity to expand; we can handle a decent influx of people as soon as we find willing 

persons to lead the new units. This doesn’t mean we should send anyone into a community to start 

a unit; a unit that is based in a community should be led by the people in that community. 

We can consider engaging groups and associations that already exist; they already have their 

leaders, and we can engage them. We can bring more people from smaller groups into the little 

internal network we’ve created and become an umbrella group for some of these progressive 

organisations. After all, we are not a Left organisation for Socialism; we are the Left Alliance for 

National Democracy and Socialism. The goal is to have LANDS being something that can be 

owned by a broad base of Jamaicans. Incorporating existing groups into LANDS doesn’t mean 

that they’ll be subordinate to LANDS; rather, it means that they’ll be a part of LANDS. 

As it is, our organisation is just the aggregate of its units, and each unit is just the aggregate of its 

participants; this should be the core thought in how we understand what LANDS is. Whatever 

position we come to or whatever action we take is as a result of ideas expressed in meetings 

among our members and observers.  
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The Secretariat 

The Secretariat will need to be cleaned up. The incoming Central Committee needs to assess the 

needs of the organisation to see what functions are being fulfilled, and then decide whether to add 

or scrap portfolios. 

We definitely need to keep and fix the Communications portfolio; no-one has stepped up to be 

the Secretary of Communications since the last person stepped down. For a while, we have not 

had a solid online presence, and we aren’t ready for a traditional public presence. With the current 

state of the Communications Portfolio, we would not be able to handle too much attention if we 

were to capture it. Luckily, we’ve remained mostly underground. With our internal affairs 

organised, sorting out the Communications Portfolio would significantly help with our ability to 

engage traditional media and the national political scene more. This would open us up to growth. 

We need to have good public relations if we want to carry out successful recruitment campaigns, 

and if we want our ideas to reach beyond ourselves. 

Within the Communications portfolio, we need to revive Publications. There hasn’t been enough 

cooperation with the current Publications Officer. We once had articles being published almost 

every week; now, weeks and sometimes even more than a month will pass between 2 articles, and 

we have to rely on announcements to have any content. 

The Policy portfolio is weak. The policy committees have not been meeting enough, and some 

internal reworking needs to be done to allow the Secretary of Policy to access meeting reports to 

decide what discussions can be taken from units and added to the agenda of a policy committee. 

The Party Congress 

This Party Congress was carried out with some sense of urgency, largely because some members 

are new. However, do not mistake it for the only opportunity to participate and make your voice 

heard; there will be another Party Congress next year after all. Even outside of Party Congresses, 

you should make your voice heard in your respective units. You do not have to be in a position of 

authority to initiate change. When you are dissatisfied, speak up. Whatever the outcome of this 

voting exercise, hold the leadership accountable. 

We are an emerging movement, and some of us don’t know each other that well. We’ll come 

across even more strangers as we try to reach all of Jamaica. Get to know the others in your unit, 

ask your unit leader to make plans to link up with other units. Over time, cohesion will definitely 

be built. This organisation is yours to own, and the job of the Secretariat is only to function in the 

expressed interests of the organisation’s members.  
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From the Chairman – Christophe Simpson 

As Chairman, I have the authority to speak on the organisation’s behalf at any point in any 

context. However, I rarely go by the title of Chairman, and usually sign anything as First Secretary; 

being the sole member of the Politburo is a weird feeling, considering the design of the 

organisation is for a collective leadership. This is why it is very important to support the 

amendment to the constitution that would allow a 3-member Politburo. 

At the moment, I can pass a resolution on my own and that would become LANDS’ official 

stance on a matter. I have been trusted with this responsibility, being elected with 100% approval 

twice, but it doesn’t feel right to use it. Instead of going forward and taking positions, I have ended 

up waiting on the organisation to come to positions. 

In times when we need to be able to respond to something quickly, we need a functional Politburo 

as a collective body that can discuss the issue, rather than relying on 1 person whose politics can 

never be perfect. A collective body would have members checking each other, and these would be 

multiple members elected by the Party Congress and trusted with that responsibility as opposed to 

1 person. When there is no rush to come to a position in public, we should follow our normal 

processes of consultation with all units, even when we have a proper Politburo. 

I am glad that we have come to positions on some things, like the things we featured in the short 

paper on economic policy. There still needs to be further discussion on issues like crime, and we 

need to resolve the huge divide in our stances on the government’s plan to ban of single-use 

plastic and Styrofoam. 

2 persons from the Turtle Island At-Large Unit have proposed that we create an Environmental 

Policy Committee; that is something I had planned to approve if persons in the other units express 

interest in it as well. 

I am pleased with the quality of discussions that have been taking place within the units. I am 

especially pleased by the first meeting report from the Western Jamaica At-Large Unit. I also 

attend my own unit’s meetings, which are led by a very competent coordinator; our meetings are 

often vibrant, without getting too heated, and we read and respond to other units’ meeting reports, 

hoping others read ours. We should continue building consensus among our current participants, 

and opening our arms to new voices as we expand. 

Opening ourselves does not mean we will forsake our principles. Our core values are still rooted in 

national liberation, Democracy, and Socialism. We will not yield to Liberalism, Fascism, or any 

other right-wing ideology, and we will continue Left education and require disciplined partisans.  
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External Letters 

These are letters from persons and entities who are not members or observers of the organisation: 

− Embassy of the Republic of Cuba in Jamaica 

− Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in Jamaica 

− United Communists of Lane County 

− Quinn Darling 

− Elizabeth Edwards 

− Isaiah Johnson 

− Ikram Mohamed 

− Ndidiamaka, T. Redford 

− Jack Yates 
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Embassy of the Republic of Cuba in Jamaica  
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Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in Jamaica 
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United Communists of Lane County 

To our comrades at Jamaica LANDS, 

Congratulations on your significant growth over the last two years as well as your achievements at 

this current convention. Furthermore, we would like to congratulate comrades Christophe, 

Christina, and Rayon on their successful election to the central committee.  

We want to not only congratulate you on your successes but express international solidarity. As 

communists struggling for revolutionary socialism within the heart of the imperial core, we are 

excited to see the successes of our international comrades who continue to struggle and prevail in 

the face of intense imperialist violence. The successes of organizations like yours give us 

motivation to continue struggling for communism and an end to imperialist aggression and 

domination.  

As you convene for this third conference, know that comrades around the world are watching 

closely and standing in uncompromising solidarity. The expansion of your organization to 6 units 

is an exceptional example of successful organizing and the gains that can be achieved through 

militant struggle. Keep fighting, knowing that history if on your side. 

In solidarity, 

Alyson Escalante – United Communists of Lane County 

Julia Taylor – United Communists of Lane County   
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Quinn Darling 

Hello! 

I send my sincerest joys & celebration that your party has managed to thrive for two years in a 

geopolitical climate that’s becoming more & more averse to leftist thought & praxis.  

Jamaica’s history is one that proves, unconditionally, the need for socialism, nationalism, & 

democracy to exist in a synthesis for colonised people to truly be free. Even after Jamaica’s 

nominal independence from British colonial rule, the Jamaican people have still struggled with 

international debt as a weapon of neo-colonialism & exploitation still present on the island. 

Michael Manley, a figure your party draws inspiration from, proved that the revolutionary spirit & 

drive for freedom amongst the Jamaican people is strong, evidenced by the long admiration many 

Jamaican’s still have for Manley’s economic & social reforms, even after the following neoliberal 

JLP government that tried to undo the progress of his first term. I feel your party is an amazing 

tool with which the Jamaican people can channel their spirit & drive.  

As someone from a country whose left-wing parties are poisoned with infighting, sectarianism, 

liberalism, & the occasional cult, it’s inspiring to see a party that exists without these poisons & has 

constitutional anti-venom to prevent them. Your parties’ line is something to be admired, & your 

party structure is something I hope to see studied by other leftist movements. 

To many more successful & organised years in your future! 

Quinn Darling 

An activist from the US 

Elizabeth Edwards 

Hello everyone and greetings from Atlanta, Georgia! 

I wanted to send this message in solidarity with you all and the amazing work you've been doing 

the past couple years (and I'm sure for many individuals years before that). I know for me 

personally I've learned a lot from your work and I appreciate it very much.  It's inspiring to see 

comrades successfully organizing around the world and I'm excited to see what the future holds 

for you all and your movement. Thank you for your dedicated and principled hard work and for 

setting an example for others. I promise it does not go unnoticed! 

Sincerely, 

Liz 
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Isaiah Johnson 

Hello,  

Brothers and sisters, comrades and friends. I am writing to you from the center of global 

imperialism, deep within the belly of the beast, the United States. With an endearing demeanor and 

a full heart I write to you today to tell you that your struggle to build a better nation and world for 

African people have not gone unnoticed. You have friends all over the world who stand with you 

in solidarity, rooted in our mutual task of building socialism. 

As someone of Grenadian heritage, and whose homeland knows too well the threat of 

Imperialism, it is of special importance for me to express to you how magnificent your party is and 

what it means to me. What LANDS demonstrates to me and for all West Indians everywhere, is 

that although our Islands are small, and despite having been the recipients of brutal repression, we 

will continue to rise again in opposition to that repression with a new and more powerful resolve 

each time 

The Imperialists want us to be complacent, and they want us to be forever victims. However, the 

courage you comrades have to organise and build socialism unafraid, spits in their faces. Although 

the reach of the imperialists is wide reaching, people like you and me demonstrate that resistance 

to them is also wide reaching. May we together build a better future for our people and all workers 

everywhere, unafraid to combat white supremacy, capitalism and imperialism. You are not alone. 

You are loved. Solidarity to you all of you.  

Your Comrade, 

Isaiah Johnson 

Ikram Mohamed 

Hello Comrades! 

You've got a long-time reader & Marxist-Leninist from Canada, here. I've made thorough use of 

your extensive reading lists! Thanks so much for compiling them! Forever grateful for your 

incisive analyses and focused perspectives.  

Red salute, 

Ikram 

  



Jamaica LANDS  2nd Annual Party Congress 
  External Letters 

   Page 17 of 37 

Ndidiamaka, T. Redford 

Dear Jamaica LANDS, 

Hello! My name is Ndidiamaka, T. Redford! I'm here to commend you for the 2nd year of your 

org. I'm very glad to see you going out of your way to keep in touch with the Bolivarian 

Revolution, as well as the ongoing Cuban Socialist nation. I am simply a Marxist-Leninist Writer, 

but I aspire to be as useful to the movement for building socialism as you all are. Thank you, and 

good luck! 

Sincerely, 

Ndidiamaka, T.R. 

Jack Yates 

Dear Comrades, 

I would like to extend my congratulations on your upcoming 2nd Annual Party Congress!  

I have followed the development of the Left Alliance for National Democracy and Socialism 

intently, as I have found it both inspiring and informative. The political education section of the 

party has been profoundly helpful to me; and whilst I understand - as an unaffiliated British 

communist - that this is unimportant in the face of the work of the party in Jamaica, I felt it worth 

mentioning.  

I believe that the British Left - and the western Left as a whole - would do well to follow the 

opinion pieces, press releases, philosophy papers, position papers, and submissions to parliament 

of LANDS in order to dismantle the collective chauvinism that prevails among us.  

I wish you well for the coming days, months, and years, and I hope that LANDS continues to 

make strides forward in the ways that yourselves aim for it to do so.  

Solidarity forever, 

Jack Yates   
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Addresses 

Unit Addresses 

Units were given the opportunity to submit addresses: 

- Europe At-Large, a unit based in Europe which comprises of Jamaican diaspora and allies 
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Europe At-Large Unit 

Since its creation in early 2018, the Europe At-Large unit of LANDS has grown enormously. What 

had started as just two people, one member and one observer, has grown into a gathering of one 

member and 7 observers. Europe At-Large occupies a special place within LANDS, serving as the 

organisation’s bridge across the Atlantic. We have all come to know each other from the growing 

social media presence of LANDS and its members.  

LANDS has given us the opportunity to discuss global issues within a group of like-minded 

individuals, brainstorming conclusions together for challenging problems. Through LANDS we’ve 

each been able to expand our political understanding in a meaningful way. Lack of party 

membership is not the limitation many participants had assumed it would be, with observers 

having every opportunity to engage in dialogue. The party has shown remarkable patience and 

hospitality with to all those wishing to understand more about the issues facing Jamaica and the 

wider world as well as true Leftist solutions for dealing with these challenges. LANDS’ 

commitment to making Leftist literature more accessible must be commended. The continued 

relevance and usefulness of some of the oldest pieces of Leftist writings is gratifying. Through 

LANDS, we have been able to develop a truer understanding of Jamaica’s place in global politics.   

We look forward to the continued growth of the other units of LANDS, as well as our own. We 

would like to see LANDS continue to work with and support young women in Jamaica. The 

organisation’s emphasis on climate change is admirable. We hope to see LANDS continue to 

activate interest in people and continue its work in sharing important perspectives on local and 

global politics. We greatly look forward to continued outreach for the party, particularly within the 

Diaspora for Europe-at-Large. As the organisation grows, we are excited at the prospect of 

making connections with other leftist and anti-imperialist parties. We hope to see LANDS gain 

more popularity not only within Jamaica but also within the West Indies as a whole. We hope to 

see the organisation gain a greater capacity to organise public events, so it may reach more people 

more effectively.  
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Members’ Individual Addresses 

Individual addresses have been made by 6 members: 

− Handel Bennett (Turtle Island At-Large Unit) 

− Rayon Cameron (Jamaica At-Large Unit) 

− Christina Ivey (Europe At-Large Unit) 

− Glenoy Jaggon (Western Jamaica At-Large Unit) 

− Gabrielle Patmore (Jamaica At-Large Unit) 

− Jherane Patmore (RWL Cadre Unit) 

− Christophe Simpson (Mona Cadre Unit) 
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Handel Bennett 

My political study began on a study abroad program that was directed towards international affairs 

majors. I was an engineering student and got into that program because it is the only study abroad 

programme, I could find scholarships to cover. We travelled to South America, the courses were 

centred around Latin American politics. In Argentina I visited buildings that were detention 

centres used to torture and execute political dissidents during the military dictatorship. I was able 

to identify how this history that is still largely uncovered affected the social & political atmosphere 

in that country. 

I soon learned that this history is shared by majority of Latin America. I took a dive into my own 

history in order to better understand the social conditions that I just understood to be the norm 

growing up. Piecing together stories from my childhood, lyrics from my favorite Reggae & 

Dancehall artists, and research on things I should've learned after 11+ years in the Jamaican school 

system, I realised how neo-colonialism has shaped and continues to shape the social conditions in 

Jamaica.  

As I developed an eye for social issues, I began to question the norms from my childhood. Why 

everyone in my community of affluence lives/lived overseas? Why the democratic 'rights' so highly 

regarded are traded for a Shearer or bag of rice? Why my family supports the PNP to death despite 

and oppose JLP without any analysis of their candidate's policies?  I realised that in order to 

change these social conditions we need a different political & economic framework. The search 

then began for a movement that was organising to implement such change. That search led me to 

LANDS. 

I was initially just excited to find that there was a leftist group organising in Jamaica. I had grown 

frustrated with how the established political parties lack any political ideology. LANDS made it 

clear that they were leftist, and for socialism. Once I connected with the group, I realised that 

there were actual considerations for organising a state, in order to bring about the change that I 

wanted to see. I was still at the stage of just being frustrated at how things were and enamoured 

with the Cuban revolution, without much consideration for how get the wheels of socialism 

turning to build a better society. 

Since I joined the movement, I have been able to refocus that frustration, and direct my energy 

towards solutions rather than the issues. Certainly, there are plenty more youth like myself who 

question the norms in our society, it is easy to identify the problems, they affect us daily. LANDS 

has helped me to start thinking about how policies can resolve these problems. I am sure that 

many others will find this appeal. 
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I am sure we have been at this point in history before. Previous generations have fought. Their 

failures are our references. I admire how much historical analysis is encouraged through tweets or 

articles/links on the website. This gives me confidence that our movement will be able to 

withstand the challenges ahead of us. I, like many other Jamaicans, have relocated to the United 

States to seek 'better opportunities' but I don't want those opportunities to be outside of my 

country. I am glad that I have been able to contribute to LANDS, this is my way of helping to 

build a state that will be able to provide those opportunities. 

I have been organising the North American diaspora via the Turtle Island Unit. I am happy to 

continue to facilitate discussions and engage members of the diaspora on issues affecting our 

homeland in the hope that we can all direct our focus to implementing solutions. I have certainly 

seen and heard plenty of amazing ideas thrown about in my interactions with other partisans. I 

have seen plenty of growth for our organising internally. I hope that I can join the Central 

Committee so that I can help us to take the next step to organise more externally and press the 

Secretariat to implement these ideas.  
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Rayon Cameron 

I joined Jamaica LANDS two years ago when the party was still an infant. The organisation has 

shown growth in all areas over those two years. Participation has grown from less than 10 persons 

to over 80 and we currently have 6 units, 2 of which are not located in Jamaica.  

While we have made a lot of progress in its two years, there is still a lot of internal and external 

work that needs to be done. I want to see the organisation’s various committees become more 

organised, so more work can be done by each committee. 

I hope to see the Economic Policy Committee become more organised, so the party will be able to 

participate in discussions about the local and international economy on both an academic and 

layman level. I also wish to see the committee carrying out and publishing economic research, 

whether as a group or as individuals. 

A lot has been going on, locally and internationally, and we have failed to comment or give a 

stance on most of these issues. Members of the organisation should also consider forming units in 

their various communities. We don’t want to be seen as an academic and middle-class group who 

only comments on issues and make submissions to Parliament. We need to get in touch with the 

grassroots, so we will be able to help them organise and help themselves in areas where the 

government has failed them repeatedly.  

A member asked the candidates running for positions on the Central Committee “What would 

you do if you saw the need for the creation of a certain committee but there weren’t enough 

people in the party you thought competent enough in the area to have it fully staffed?” I would 

suggest outsourcing the staff if party members are unable to fill the positions. For this we would 

need volunteers or the ability to pay for the services. This question made me realise that the 

organisation also needs to start doing some fundraising, so we will have money to fund projects 

we decide to undertake in the future. I want the organisation to have cash on hand, so we won’t 

have to try and raise funds from scratch when we need money for project or when we decide to 

send delegations to events overseas.  

I am pleased to have been with LANDS for the past two years and I look forward to continue 

working with the organisation.  
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Christina Ivey 

When I was 17 years old, I witnessed and took part in the creation of LANDS. I had very little 

idea of the role I'd go on to play within the organisation. I've watched LANDS grow from just 

having one unit to having a multi-continental presence. I have personally attended meetings of the 

Mona Unit and the RWL Unit, a unit of LANDS members who are also in a Black Feminist book 

club. Today, I am the leader of the Europe At-Large unit. 

LANDS truly is an alliance of leftist thought. It is a principled organisation which values the 

contributions of all its members and observers. I have written a handful of articles for the website, 

as well as illustrated the icons used on our site. Through LANDS, I have also had the opportunity 

to travel as a delegate to the 2018 Sao Paulo Forum in Havana, Cuba. I hope to continue 

representing LANDS, both domestically and internationally.  

LANDS is an organisation with which I am increasingly proud to be associated. This is why I have 

decided to run for a position in the Central Committee. I would like to play a larger role in 

determining LANDS’ future. One of my most concrete hopes for the future of LANDS is to 

develop a dedicated internal policy to deal with matters of sexual harassment and assault within the 

organisation, should they arise. Too many leftist organisations have fallen due to their inability to 

safeguard against predators, and I would like to prevent LANDS from ever befalling such a fate. 

Glenoy Jaggon 

I am optimistic for the party's future, as I do believe that it espouses the ideologies needed to 

effect real change to the island (or at the very least, as public awareness increases, the people will 

realise that things don't have to continue as they have been). 

I hope that the party observers, members and leaders remain true to its roots, that the same 

reasons that motivate(d) us to organise stay with us as we grow. As well, I want that the Jamaican 

people will trust and rally with LANDS. 

I do feel that more of us should be more active at the various levels for which greater involvement 

is needed e.g. writings, the community garden and interacting on social media. 
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Gabrielle Patmore 

Being a member of LANDS has allowed me to become more aware of the issues happening in 

Jamaica, the region, and the world. It also allowed me to voice my opinions and given me the 

opportunity to listen and learn from members about different issues and possible solutions. Also 

being a leader of the Jamaica AL Unit have given me knew insight on how to deal with persons 

with different opinions and how to resolve conflicts. 

My experience with LANDS has been mostly good. I wish however that there was more political 

education available for members and observers, not just through readings, available about LANDS 

ideology and general political history of Jamaica. I also wish that more awareness about LANDS 

will be given to people all across Jamaica (not just Kingston and its surrounding parishes) to offer 

a more diverse opinions on issues facing Jamaican citizens. 

Jherane Patmore 

As we move into the third year, I’d like to call on all members, myself included, to not settle with 

only being identified as anti-imperialist or anti-capitalist. It is easy to become entangled with the 

identity and lifestyle of politics and ideology that we forget that we organize to push movements. 

emphasis on identity and lifestyle is appealing because it creates a false sense that one is engaged in 

praxis.  

Movements are not sustained through lifestyles or personal identities. We must raise the 

consciousness of the people to grasp and remove the roots of oppression; without this nothing we 

do will ever be radical nor effective.  

I’m proud of the work LANDS has done, and our attempts to (re)build a Left voice in politics. I’m 

looking forward to seeing the party grow into a more radical movement that is threatening to the 

imperialist, white, capitalist and patriarchal systems in Jamaica. 
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Christophe Simpson 

I’ve really grown with LANDS, and I’m happy to see what it is becoming. We still have much 

work to be done to have the impact that we want to have, but we’re a lot closer to it than we were 

when we just started out. More and more, LANDS is feeling like a proper organisation. Things are 

smoothing out, and different individuals are playing different roles which mesh well together.  

Discussions are taking place on relevant topics, a wide range of perspectives is being expressed, 

meeting reports are being submitted, there is follow-up on meeting reports, and so on. Since the 

first of July, we have had 39 meetings involving dozens of participants. 

Persons outside of the organisation really associate us with our website and, to a lesser extent, our 

Twitter account. Despite a recent lack of activity on these platforms, we are internally more active 

than ever. We need to do as much as possible to keep things on their current path. If we maintain 

the internal activity and channel our energy into useful work, we will gain credibility. 

We are no longer just a handful of persons; we have really grown into a small organisation. At first 

I worried that it would look weird that our ‘2nd Annual Party Congress’ would only have a little 

over 20 persons participating, when the PNP and JLP have between 3000 and 5000 delegates each 

conference. Recently, I found that the 2nd National Congress of the Communist Party of China 

only had 12 delegates representing 195 members, and they are now one of the largest political 

parties in the world; we have over 20 voting members representing a network of almost 100 

persons, so we have been growing at an okay pace and we definitely can grow further from where 

we are. When the NJM seized power in Grenada, it only had 51 full members, and look at all the 

amazing things it accomplished during its 4 years leading the People’s Revolutionary Government. 

Now that we are organised, we need to seriously start actively recruiting. As our numbers grow, 

and as more people participate in our meetings, our words will have more weight. If or where it 

arises, we must work to combat academic elitism in our movement. We need to build an internal 

culture that is in line with our democratic values. 

Outwardly, we need to reach out to other progressive groups to build solid relationships with 

them. We should be willing to work with Leftist and democratic groups, even if they aren’t 

necessarily Marxists. There are many Jamaicans who are sympathetic to Communism, and many 

more who are supportive of Democratic Socialism. I’ve never received a negative reaction from 

telling someone that I’m a part of a Communist organisation, not even from JLP supporters; 

usually, I’m met with curiosity and questions. 
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Many people are willing to learn and explore, and we must facilitate that. In all corners of the 

country, many people just want their voices to be heard, and we can facilitate that. Our task, in 

expanding ourselves, will be to create spaces that people can use to express themselves, their views 

and their ideas. Instead of one-off events like town halls, our work must be consistent. In the same 

way we have units that meet already, we simply need to build more. The spaces that we create for 

discussion must be consistent and continuous, rather than temporary and fleeting. Let us go out 

and embrace our people. 

Having played key roles in the organisation, I would like to see more persons stepping up to do 

the same. We will need more hands on deck if we want to accomplish more things. We need more 

persons in the Secretariat and committees, and we need more persons who are willing to lead our 

units. We already have plans to expand the Politburo and the Central Committee, hoping that it 

will improve the quality of their work. 

As we are on a particular trajectory right now, stability may be best for the organisation. I have 

seen no challenge to the way things have been done so far, and I ask that members of LANDS 

continue to express their confidence in me to play a role in the leadership of the organisation. 

Let the discussion and debates continue, let the work continue. I truly believe that our relevance as 

an organisation will increase significantly over time if we continue on our current path. Many 

persons and entities take us seriously; we just need to step up and take ourselves seriously. Some 

members, including myself, have confidence issues. We will keep asking ourselves if we are 

enough, if we are doing enough, if there is any point in what we do, if we’re fit to be doing what 

we hope to do, and similar questions. We have only just begun to demonstrate our capabilities as 

an organisation. 

What started out as a handful of persons has grown into dozens of persons meeting separately in 6 

autonomous units. We have done work that others consider to be important. We made multiple 

submissions to the government, including one that we were invited to parliament to present. We 

have online resources that persons use and recommend to others, and these range from reading 

lists and study guides to compilations on current affairs. Once we keep ourselves organised, and 

once we can agree on any set of goals, there are few – if any – limits on what we can accomplish. 

  



Jamaica LANDS  2nd Annual Party Congress 
  Addresses 

   Page 28 of 37 

Observers’ Individual Addresses 

Individual addresses have been made by 4 observers: 

− Vanessa Brown (Jamaica At-Large Unit) 

− Martin Neil (Western Jamaica At-Large Unit) 

− Britnegail Phillips (Jamaica At-Large Unit) 

− LeRoy Rodriguez Acevedo (Turtle Island At-Large Unit) 

− Pooja Sadarangani (Europe At-Large Unit) 

− Eric Turonis (Turtle Island At-Large Unit) 

Vanessa Brown 

In January 2017, I registered to become an observer of the Jamaica LANDS organisation. In the 

first year nothing really happened for me as I was unable to attend scheduled meetings due to my 

location. Therefore I was out of touch with the organisation as a whole apart from the readings 

posted on the official site. 

Earlier in the year, the Jamaica AL unit was formed and since then I have been able to keep in 

touch with what’s happening and able to discuss current issues with persons who are more 

informed and who sometimes share the same ideology. 

For me, I have learned through the discussions held even though I have missed some meetings. 

The unit has made me aware of what’s happening within the party which is the point of being an 

observer. Therefore, I have no complaints about the unit and neither do I have any suggestions to 

make it better. 

Vanessa Brown, 

Observer (Jamaica At-Large Unit) 
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Martin Neil 

I see LANDS as a potential force in the future because, as its abbreviation and its values imply, 

agrarian reform is paramount to the development and independence of Jamaica. If the 

organisation/party continues to promote ideas that promote economic growth, judicial reform, 

anti-corruption, it, in my opinion, will gain traction or at least attention over the years. 

One of the desires that I personally have for Jamaica is a revolution. This revolution wouldn’t, in 

my opinion, be frightening or chaotic, but would have been the result of independent-minded 

youth who do not just get into politics to be submissive or guided by their seniors and party 

bosses, but who have a vision for a completely independent and inspiring Jamaica. 

Some of my dreams include: a political and judicial reform that involves the country having a 

native as its head of state, political system that is not Westminster in nature, renaming of parishes 

to more colloquial or native references (African and Taino or where ever is deemed historically 

important, the already existing European reference would remain).  

My outlook is for less political/ideological strife within the organisation, as long as the promotion 

of socialist, communitarian, and egalitarian views are shared by all. 

Martin Neil, 

Observer (Western Jamaica At-Large Unit) 

Britnegail Phillips 

My experience in the Jamaica At-Large unit since joining has been of mixed perspectives. Based on 

the topics of discussion, I overarchingly appreciate that LANDS gives young persons a voice for 

common views in respect to a varying political ideology. However, and naturally, I believe not 

everyone has the same perspective or vision when it boils down to it. I believe there needs to be 

an introductory session discussing the ideology and LANDS role in maintaining those 

philosophies & its vision for Jamaica.  

 

All in all, I do appreciate seeing everyone's views on various hot topics concerning the state of the 

country. More young voices need to be heard & put in a place of power for real positive change to 

take place. 

Britnegail Phillips, 

Observer (Jamaica At-Large Unit) 
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LeRoy Rodriguez Acevedo 

Greetings Comrades, 

In consideration of this party’s Jamaican roots and centring, I will try to be as brief and succinct as 

possible in order to keep from usurping more important Jamaican voices and insights. 

My name is LeRoy Ahiraam Rodriguez Acevedo and I am a Caribbean Communist. My origins are 

not Jamaican, but rather find themselves rooted not too far away in the perpetually colonised 

islands the Taínos called, more or less collectively, Boriké; islands that would go on to be 

christened ‘Puerto Rico’ by Spanish invaders and colonisers. 

This coming November 19th marks 525 years of systemic subjugation and oppression, wealth 

extraction and labor exploitation; 525 years of supporting an imperial thirst, that of the Spanish for 

the first 405 and that of the Gringx, Yankee imperialists the last 120.  A vampiric thirst feeding on 

the corpses of the Arawak natives, the blood of transplanted Africans, and the sweat of workers 

and peasants.  With this, you can begin to appreciate the undeniable commonalities our lands and 

people share. 

My vision for the world is simple. It is one fundamentally predicated on the liberation and 

empowerment of the oppressed people of the planet. Admittedly, and perhaps shamelessly, this 

for me begins with Puerto Rico. However, do my fellow Boricuas and I exist in a vacuum? To 

begin to even fathom such a thing would be to ignore the material history of the entire region; of 

the Antilles, of Latin America, of the Global South. It would leave room for decay into a type of 

Nationalism that we struggle against at the hands of Western Capitalist, Imperial powers.  

I seek to foster and promote a unified, revolutionary spirit and struggle across the Caribbean 

because neglecting to do so would render my worldview irreconcilable with my reality. Through 

association with LANDS, even in an observer role, I look forward to being exposed to the 

perspectives, knowledge, and experiences of much smarter Jamaican and Caribbean minds with 

whom to build bridges and bases for the march towards liberation and Socialism. In the global 

context, it is paramount to build Pan-Caribbean solidarity because, despite the linguistic 

differences that present as barriers between us, we indisputably share a common culture. I mean, 

regardless if we speak English, Spanish, Kreyol, French, Dutch, Papiamientu…breadfruit will be 

delicious, and dominoes will be dominoes.   
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I will end with a quote by Don Pedro Albizu Campos, Puerto Rican National hero: “Es de interés 

universal que se le corte la mano a los que pretenden estrangular a los pueblos débiles”/”It is in 

the universal interest to cut off the hand of those who aim to strangle weaker populations”.  

I humbly extend my appreciation to everyone for allowing me to take part. 

Solidarity forever, 

LeRoy Ahiraam Rodriguez Acevedo 

Pooja Sadarangani 

Dear Comrades, 

I remember when LANDS was merely a concept that was being worked towards. I also remember 

when the logo was in the process of creation--look at how beautiful it is! I think it is important to 

take a step back and see how far you have come-- it is genuinely amazing. 

I'm very proud of the work you all have done and your efforts definitely do not go unnoticed. I'm 

proud to attend meetings for both the Europe and Turtle Island units and be an international 

observer. Being a Caribbean person myself, nothing makes me more proud than seeing how far 

LANDS has come. The West Indies shines more because of dedicated and passionate people like 

you. Never forget that. 

Sincerely, 

Pooja S. 

Eric Turonis 

I don't know how to address this letter, but I just wanted to say, y'all organization does such great 

work. LANDS provides great coverage of issues in Jamaica, with great analysis as well! Aside from 

news, y'all have a great selection of theory, for all ranges of developing socialists! The Marxist texts 

page on the website was one of my greatest resources when I was first introduced. 

Aside from information, y'all are an inspiration as well. Been trying to build a party recently, and 

have been feeling discouraged, because  it’s hard to find that balance between trying to consolidate 

the inner party while also trying to build membership. Reading about how you guys started and 

progressed gave me a lot more hope for progression, because I see the amazing organization y'all 

have become. Thank you for everything you do, and keep going! 

Sincerely, 

Eric Turonis  
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Voting 

The Party Congress is voting to: 

- Decide whether or not Draft 10 of the constitution should be implemented 

- Elect the Central Committee 

- Elect the Politburo 

The first round of voting will be for the constitution and the Central Committee, while a second 

round will be held for the Politburo; this is because someone has to be elected to the Central 

Committee if they want to become a member of the Politburo. 

The system being used is Approval Voting. Everyone should vote “Yes” or “No” on whether to 

approve the new draft of the constitution, and “Yes” or “No” on whether each candidate is fit to 

serve in the Central Committee or the Politburo. You may vote for all of the candidates, only 

some of the candidates, just 1 candidate, or none of the candidates; you are to assess each 

candidate and determine whether they are fit to be on the Central Committee or not. 

Constitutional Amendments 

The proposed changes in the constitution are: 

- Addition of Pan-Africanism to the party’s ideologies 

- Reference to “organisation” instead of “party” in some articles 

- Changing the constitutional amendment process from 5 steps to 3 steps 

- Clarification on membership types and unit types 

- Renaming “community units” to “people’s units” 

- Prevention of a complaint against a member from being dropped if it involves sexual 

violence or criminal charges, even if a Special Disciplinary Committee cannot be assembled 

in the prescribed time 

- Use of gender-neutral “Chairperson” instead of “Chairman” 

- Addition of a section on assimilation of existing small organisations into LANDS 

- Allowing members who are less active to vote in their unit’s elections 

- Requirement for spending of funds to be approved by the Central Committee 

- Functional distinction between the title of “First Secretary” and “Secretary General” 

- Giving authority to the Secretariat to issue directives 

- Changing the minimum size of the Central Committee to 7 seats 

- Changing the minimum size of the Politburo to 3 seats 
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Candidate Information 

Candidates had been strongly advised to make themselves known by participating in meetings so 

that their views are reflected in meeting reports; unit leaders have access to meeting reports from 

other units and committees, and units should have been discussing things expressed by members 

of other units. 

Everyone has had the opportunity to write opinion pieces for the organisation, so that others will 

know their views. Candidates had also been asked to write addresses to the Party Congress, to give 

everyone else an idea of who they are and what hopes they have for the organisation. 

This section has some short pieces of information on each candidate, specifically the roles they 

have played in LANDS so far. The candidates for the Central Committee are: 

− Handel Bennett 

− Rayon Cameron (also running for Chairman) 

− Christina Ivey 

− Jonathan Orgill 

− Christophe Simpson (also running for Chairman) 
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Handel Bennett 

Handel Bennett joined LANDS in December 2016 and became a member in November 2017. 

He has been the leader and backbone of the Turtle Island At-Large Unit, which is a unit based in 

North America to accommodate Jamaican diaspora and Jamaican students who live there. His unit 

has proposed the creation of an Environmental Policy Committee, and has discussed other things 

like the role of the diaspora and the necessity of building connections with the non-Anglophone 

Caribbean nations. 

This is Handel’s first time being a candidate for the Central Committee. You can read his address 

to the Party Congress on page 21. 

Rayon Cameron 

Rayon Cameron joined LANDS in November 2016 and is listed as its third member despite not 

being a part of the foundation meetings. 

He started out in the Mona Cadre Unit but is now a member of the Jamaica At-Large Unit. He has 

been the Secretary of Incorporation since the formation of the first Secretariat; he is involved in 

the process of assigning members and observers to units and he is the official chair of the 

Organisation Committee. He is also a member of the Communications Committee, the Foreign 

Policy Committee, and the Economic Policy Committee. 

This is Rayon’s third time being a candidate for the Central Committee; he received 63.6% 

approval in May 2017 and 70.6% approval in November 2017. This is his second time being a 

candidate for the Politburo; he received 54.6% approval in May 2017. You can read his address to 

the Party Congress on page 23. 

Christina Ivey 

Christina Ivey was one of the participants in LANDS’ foundation meetings from September 2017 

and has been a member since it was officially founded in November 2017. 

She has been the leader and backbone of the Europe At-Large Unit, which is a unit based in 

Europe to accommodate Jamaican diaspora and Jamaican students who live there. She was one of 

the party’s 2 delegates to the 24th Sao Paulo Forum that was held in Havana this year. She also 

designed the icons on the website, and she recently became a member of the Communications 

Committee to assist with external relations. 

This is Christina’s first time being a candidate for the Central Committee. You can read her 

address to the Party Congress on page 24.  



Jamaica LANDS  2nd Annual Party Congress 
  Voting 

   Page 35 of 37 

Jonathan Orgill 

Jonathan Orgill was one of the participants in LANDS’ foundation meetings from September 

2017 and has been a member since it was officially founded in November 2017. 

In the past, he had been the leader and backbone of the Mona Cadre Unit, which still meets in 

person every week; he is now in the Jamaica At-Large Unit. He had been the Secretary of 

Communications since the first Secretariat was formed, but has effectively resigned due to having 

other personal responsibilities. 

He is still a member of the Organisation Committee, since he was a unit leader, and he is still a 

member of the Communications Committee despite no longer chairing it. He is also a member of 

the Economic Policy Committee. 

This is Jonathan’s second time being a candidate for the Central Committee; he received 76.5% 

approval in November 2017. He has not made an address to this Party Congress. 

Christophe Simpson 

Christophe Simpson was one of the participants in LANDS’ foundation meetings from September 

2017 and has been a member since it was officially founded in November 2017. 

In the past, he had been the leader of the Mona Cadre Unit; he is still a member of that unit, and 

continues to attend its meetings weekly. He has been the sole member of the Politburo since its 

first election, therefore being Chairman of the party; he has also been the First Secretary since the 

Secretariat was first formed. 

He served the party as a delegate to the 7th Assembly of Caribbean Peoples and the 24th Sao 

Paulo Forum, and he was one of the representatives of LANDS when it made its first presentation 

in parliament. 

He sits on the Organisation Committee and the Communications Committee, and fills in for the 

persons who chair those committees when they have had to go on hiatus. He is a member of the 

Foreign Policy Committee and the Economic Policy Committee. He also designs study guides and 

curates reading lists for the party’s website. 

This is Christophe’s third time being a candidate for the Central Committee; he received 100% 

approval in May 2017 and 94.1% approval in November 2017. This is his third time being a 

candidate for the Politburo as well; he received 100% approval in May 2017 and 100% approval 

again in November 2017. You can read his address to the Party Congress on page 26. 
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Results 

All 23 eligible delegates participated in both rounds of the voting exercise. 

Constitution 

Draft 10 of the constitution was approved by all 23 members; it has been passed on to the new 

Central Committee for approval. The old constitution is still in effect until the new one goes 

through the 2 remaining steps to be implemented. 

Central Committee 

The votes for the candidates for the Central Committee were as follows: 

1. Christophe Simpson 21 approvals (91.3%) – elected  

2. Christina Ivey  21 approvals (91.3%) – elected  

3. Rayon Cameron 18 approvals (78.3%) – elected  

4. Handel Bennett 17 approvals (73.9%) 

5. Jonathan Orgill  16 approvals (69.6%) 

All 3 candidates got the approval of more than two-thirds of the members of the party. As the 

Central Committee currently has only 3 seats, only the first 3 candidates were elected. If the new 

constitution is implemented, the Central Committee will expand to 7 seats. 

Politburo 

The votes for the candidates for the Politburo were as follows: 

1. Christophe Simpson 22 approvals (95.7%) – elected 

2. Rayon Cameron 13 approvals (56.5%) 

Both candidates got the approval of over half of the members of the party. As the party isn’t large 

enough for a multi-member Politburo, only the candidate with the higher approval rating was 

elected; the candidate will serve as Chairman, with the authority to act with the full powers given 

to the Politburo in the constitution. If the new constitution is implemented, the Politburo will 

expand to 3 seats. 

  



Jamaica LANDS  2nd Annual Party Congress 
  Closing 

   Page 37 of 37 

Closing 

We appreciate all the support and solidarity that has come from outside of the organisation, as well 

as the continued participation of both our members and observers. The physical link-up was a 

success; we gathered with each other for light reflections and to relax together. It is time to get 

back to work, to take all that has been said into account, and to plan our next set of steps forward. 


