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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

WE CELEBRATE THE GAINS MADE BY THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE 

AND WE REAFFIRM THEIR RIGHT TO NON-INTERFERENCE 

AND TO SELF-DETERMINATION 

 

Friends of Venezuela make a call to all people who seek peace and justice, to 

stand with the people of Venezuela in support of their right to self-

determination.  

The Bolivarian Revolution has made massive gains towards ensuring the well-

being of the majority. These gains have no parallel in the history of Venezuela 

since the European invasion. They are the result of the Bolivarian revolution, a 

popular movement accompanied by a participatory and democratic government. 

Before 1998, the Venezuelan people suffered hundreds of years of colonial and 

neo-colonial exploitation; now, with the Bolivarian process, the majority has 

declared, voted, walked, written, danced, sung and celebrated a new level of 

self-determination with the redistribution of oil wealth dedicated to eradicating 

hunger, illiteracy and poor health. 

Since 1998, the Venezuelan people have been building a national democratic 

process guided by popular and communal power. This process values its people 

and practices an internationalist solidarity that is a model to us all. We celebrate 

the Venezuelan people’s ongoing efforts to advance the rights of the working-



class, African-descendant/Black and Indigenous peoples and all oppressed 

peoples in their country and throughout the world. 

As Caribbean neighbours, we celebrate the major strides that the Venezuelan 

people have made in the last 18 years towards rectifying the historical harms 

caused by enslavement, genocide and colonialism. We also recognise 

Venezuela’s expressions of support for reparatory justice and for the Caribbean 

people’s right to determine our own destinies. 

We give thanks to the Venezuelan people who have, through their 

democratically-elected government, shared their achievements with the wider 

Caribbean. Through their solidarity we, too, have benefited from their 

advancements in healthcare, universalized education, affordable housing, 

workers’ cooperatives and social justice. 

Through the initiatives of the Bolivarian Alliance of Our America (ALBA), 

Caribbean people have benefited from programs for the poor that have restored 

eye sight, built dignified homes, advanced literacy and chartered a path towards 

regional integration and cooperation. We recognise the immediacy of 

Venezuela’s response to the devastation of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. We 

appreciate the focus of their disaster-relief on reconstruction efforts for the 

marginalised as an example of their steadfast commitment to the people. 

These gains offer a brave challenge to neoliberal development and for this 

reason Venezuelans and the Bolivarian Revolution have faced constant threats 

of imperialist intervention.  

We denounce the imposed sanctions, attempts at undemocratic regime change, 

the corporate media war and threats by the Trump administration of military 

intervention. We stand with the government of Nicolas Maduro which was 

elected by the majority of voters. 



We say to the peaceful and revolutionary Venezuelan people: all of our nations 

are facing problems in urgent need of solutions. We reaffirm your right as 

Venezuelan people, and that of your democratically-elected government, to seek 

out your own solutions without any foreign intervention. 

We celebrate your unwavering defence of a democratic model that seeks peace 

and that relies primarily on the will and the participation of the people. 

 

Long live the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Bolivarian 

Revolution!  

 

Signed by the Friends of Venezuela, 

 

 


