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After 6 months, we have finally ratified our constitution and held our first internal election. The 

election results were pleasing. There were 3 candidates for the Central Committee, and all 3 

received more than 50% approval. There were 2 candidates for the Politburo, and both received 

over 50% approval, however only 1 was elected as only 1 seat was available.  

Now that we have established a Central Committee, we can work on developing an effectively 

functioning party. Political developments are taking place at a very rapid pace, both nationally 

and internationally, and we are tasked with keeping abreast of the things that concern our people 

and the wider global Leftist movements. 

However, our work cannot be limited to keeping abreast of issues and then making commentary 

on them; we must go further by taking indirect or direct action to influence or make changes that 

address the issues we find the time to complain about. While some things are beyond our power, 

we can focus on the tasks that are not. In any case, lacking power is not something that we 

should allow to discourage us, for the power that we lack is the power that we must seek to build. 
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The Local Political Moment 

For the first time in Jamaica’s history, a nationwide
1
 general election had a voter turnout that was 

below 50%. Less than half of Jamaicans felt that it was worth their time to vote for either the 

People’s National Party or the Jamaica Labour Party. Not one constituency had more than 50% 

of the registered voters turning out to support a candidate; in every constituency in this country, 

there were more non-voters than persons who supported the winning candidate. Nevertheless, we 

can walk around and hear constant commentary about the functioning of our government and 

politicians. While we can say that there is voter apathy, there definitely isn’t political apathy; it is 

important that we establish an understanding of the difference, and propagate this understanding 

in the society. 

This is an important time in Jamaican political history, for third parties in general. It is even a 

more defining moment for us, as a new political party that is not the conventional “third party” – 

we have no plans to contest elections right now, and are therefore not a party that sees itself as a 

“third” entity trying to penetrate the duopoly of the main parties. In not participating in electoral 

politics, yet still identifying ourselves as a political party, we have stirred up curiosity and raised 

a few eyebrows; what exactly are we trying to do as a party? 

From the onset I have said something that persons may have felt is a bit vague. The primary aim 

is to attempt to organise a hardline Socialist platform, but what is this platform, what do we do 

with it, and what meaningfulness is there in it? Firstly, we are a group of persons who identify a 

common set of values among ourselves, and establish common ideas of what direction we want 

our national politics to go on. Secondly, this platform is merely our commitment to sticking to 

our values, and having our political decisions informed by these values. Lastly, the power comes 

from the political weight we establish primarily by having dedicated members who will act in 

unison, and – to a lesser but nevertheless important extent – by influencing others to think like 

us. 

If, for example, we were to decide that we support a certain policy, we would only throw our 

weight – as an organisation – behind a candidate or party who would push for that particular 

policy. This could mean something as simple as voting and encouraging our followers and 

supporters to vote a particular way, carrying out political education and outreach to gather 

support for a particular line of thinking, or even endorsing or supporting a strike or other form of 

demonstration. In an immediate sense, this is what organising a platform would look like, but it 

doesn’t mean that we have to stop here. 

                                                 

1
 Many seats were uncontested in the 1983 election, so it does not count has a nationwide election. 
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We can very well decide to contest elections in the future, whether local government elections or 

general parliamentary elections. Firstly, however, we want to ensure that our platform is one 

built on principles and not opportunistic populism. One problem that is developing within the 

People’s National Party is an abandonment of values. While the party thinks that shifting its 

values and fixing up public relations will allow it to survive longer, it is its lack of values that is 

really driving people away; no-one is really sure of what the PNP stands for anymore. Many of 

the PNP’s members feel that it has betrayed its Democratic Socialist values. If we ever decide 

that we are contesting elections, we need to ensure that we know ourselves before we market 

ourselves, instead of the other way around which is allowing the political market to define 

ourselves for us. 

This does not mean that we will not be responsive to the needs of the people, or the realities of 

politics. We must recognise, however, that the political market does not consist solely of the 

people. If political marketing was about the people, the political candidates of the 2 main parties 

would have been able to get more than 50% of the people to turn out to vote for them. The 

product being sold by the politicians is not one that the people can afford, despite the fact that 

they end up paying for it; what we have instead are powerful businesses entities – both local and 

international – which lobby the government to act in their interests. These are the people who the 

politicians really need to please to be able to win. 

At the moment, the people are desperate enough to support any party that promises even short-

term alleviation for their problems, and this is very understandable. Both parties make such 

promises, and the party that wins is the party that has more visibility and presence, and they need 

money to fund this sense of visibility and presence. This demand for money allows the private 

sector to step in and find a space in our supposedly ‘democratic’ process, which then becomes 

less about the people, and more about relationships among the elites. Elections are like a game to 

win, rather than a mechanism for popular representation of the masses. 

Where the people are concerned, there are not too many differences between the 2 major parties. 

Both parties allow the IMF to sit on them as they swallow its shit like toilets, and both take pride 

in making the country attractive for foreign investors to exploit. Both parties demand that 

workers accept wage freezes, and both are open to the idea of either privatising certain services 

or at least requiring the people to pay for it. Both parties have embraced Capitalism, and 

politicians from both parties mingle with the upper class and ensure that they have a seat at the 

table while the broad masses only matter when it’s time to vote or time for a party to posture 

itself as being morally superior. 
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We will not distinguish ourselves by being ideologues that are distant from the needs and 

thoughts of the people; we will distinguish ourselves by remaining close to them rather than the 

upper class and foreign business interests. It will undoubtedly be difficult for us to get campaign 

funding from the wealthier elements in the society, but organising properly within communities 

should give fruitful results. 

We will not play the people like a game; we will organise ourselves, identify our values, make 

our values known, and offer to represent these values when given the platform to do so. 
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Organising 

We need to be clear on what organising is and what it means for us. We see importance put on 

organising rather than mobilising, as we see groups that mobilise too much without organising. 

We also, however, see groups that do ideological organising too much around distant long-term 

goals without it having any real meaning to the masses in the moments that they live and exist in 

right now. We need to organise both ideologically and logistically, as a skeleton – both a 

backbone and a general frame – for mobilising. 

Ideological Organising 

Ideological organising involves challenging the system in general, rather than reacting to 

individual situations within it. This means that we need to understand the society we have now, 

without allowing it to limit the society that we want to see. We need to be the architects of the 

society that we see as ideal, and we need to challenge the current political and economic systems 

to achieve the one we want. This means that we need to know what we’re about; we need to have 

a cause before we act like rebels. Loud and noisy rebels without a cause cannot get taken 

seriously. We will get taken seriously when people realise that we have a consistent message. 

We also need to be serious about getting our message to the people. Currently, our primary 

means of disseminating information is through social media. We need to expand our social 

media presence, and begin engaging the mass media. We had spoken of going into the bars, 

barbershops, and marketplaces, yet we have not yet done so. We also need some foothold in at 

least 2 communities. Without this, our ideological organising may end up being an academic 

circle jerk. 

We also need to ensure that the party ideology does not become static. Organising does not 

simply mean that we will organise channels to disseminate information; our organising also 

needs to be done in a manner that allows us to be in touch with the people, and have their views 

and concerns represented in the party. Ideas must flow from the grassroots, from the individual 

divisions, to the party administration. 

While the party must know what it is about in terms of its ideals, it must also be willing to face 

reality. If the party ends up holding or sharing state power, it may face unforeseen challenges, 

and it may have to implement or support policies that it does not find to be ideal. Ideological 

organising should allow us to take on such temporary measures without losing sight of the long-

term goals. We may end up making compromises, but ideological organising will keep us 

grounded, and keep our short-term and long-term goals aligned. We can steer off track, but we 

must always know where the track is. 
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Ideological organising is not necessarily about dogma. A common misconception about theory 

and ideology is that they must be rigid and dogmatic. Ideology and theory provide frameworks 

for understanding issues and presenting solutions to them; we can employ ideology and theory in 

this way, applying them when possible, and developing them where they fall short. We must not 

only be a party that reads and attempts to apply theories; we must critique existing models and 

develop our own as well. 

Logistical Organising 

Logistical organising is also important in both challenging the system and constructing a new 

one. In challenging the system, our activism is bound to run into challenges where we are in 

conflict with the state or other powerful entities. Whatever we want people to do, we have to 

ensure their ability to do it. If we want to plan a strike, we need to ensure that there are 

safeguards in place so that the striking workers won’t lose their jobs. If there is any form of civil 

disobedience or even a riot, we need to have legal aid ready for persons who may end up being 

detained or arrested. With any form of demonstration or protest, our primary concern must be the 

well-being of the participants; this means that we need to abide by the law when necessary or 

convenient as to avoid trouble, and we need to ensure that food, water, and medical support is 

present at our events when reasonable. 

In constructing a new system, we need to recognise the failures and shortcomings of the state. 

The Black Panther Party did this by providing security for vulnerable neighbourhoods, as well as 

breakfast programmes. Fidel Castro was a lawyer who worked on cases for poor Cubans for free, 

or for whatever they could afford. We should consider things like this as well. In communities, 

we can alleviate the stress of the people by organising certain services like health check-ups, 

food programmes, homework help, extra classes, legal aid, and so on. We can also set up 

community projects like community gardens. We would need to draw on our own skills and our 

connections to provide these services and carry out these projects with minimal cost to us, as we 

do not have many resources at our command at the moment. We can look at the needs of the 

communities that we are in tune with, and facilitate the provision of these services when we can. 

In a community where the primary problem is police violence, for example, we would focus on 

legal aid and self-defence training. 

This does not all mean that we have to become the new governments of these communities, or 

have people permanently dependent on us. The people have been surviving without us already, 

and they can do it for longer. If we are challenging a system and constructing a new one, 

however, we could at least show that there are shortcomings of the system and state, and that we 

have at least basic understanding of the people’s needs, and the organising skills to meet them. 



Jamaica LANDS  Page 8 of 16 

   

We may not be able to provide services every day of the week or every week of the month; 

something like health check-ups can be provided once every month or every other month, and 

homework help can be twice a month or so. However often, we must serve the people. If we 

simply cannot do something, then so be it, but we should at least try if we can. I know some 

persons may be cautious of such ideas, for fears of being seen as a charity group. 

The role of a political party is not to provide for the material needs of its supporters
2
, and this 

must obviously be understood. Sadly, this is the political culture that exists in Jamaica, and we 

must contend with the realities of it. In any case, LANDS is not a conventional political party, 

just as the Black Panther Party was not a conventional political party. We cannot limit our scope 

to simply presenting nice ideas, fielding candidates, and hoping to win positions of power 

through constitutional means. 

We are not trying to serve the people simply because we are a political party, but because we aim 

to be a revolutionary Socialist party; we aim revolutionary in that we are challenging the system 

with revolutionary ideas rather than reacting to what happens inside it, and we are Socialist 

because we believe that the society and its economy should be organised around the principles of 

Collectivism and Democracy. We must love the people, serve the people, and dedicate ourselves 

to the people. 

  

                                                 

2
 These will be side projects of the party, rather than its main purpose. 



Jamaica LANDS  Page 9 of 16 

   

Administrative Matters 

Now that the party leadership has been expanded, we can begin working on discussions around 

the actual administration of the party. We must now move quickly to build a party Secretariat to 

manage the tasks at hand. 

Central Leadership 

Being the founder of and Provisional Secretary of the party, everyone who is engaged with the 

party knows me. It is no surprise, then, that I received 100% approval for both my candidacy for 

the Central Committee and my candidacy for the Politburo. Some persons who voted did not 

know the other 2 candidates, Rayon Cameron and Kyle Williamson. Persons were more likely to 

know them if they were in the same division. 

Now that we have a central multi-member body, more persons will have the opportunity to know 

Rayon and Kyle. If any other persons are appointed to the Secretariat, more persons will know 

them as well. As more persons are identified as central figures for the entire party, rather than 

being isolated in their respective divisions, it will be easier for these persons to be known among 

the entire party, and thus get higher approval ratings when running to sit on central bodies in the 

party. 

Divisions 

So far we have only been able to maintain 1 consistent division, which is the division that meets 

in Mona. The division has met consistently from November to mid-May, and its membership has 

not been exclusively UWI students. 

Our division in Cooreville lasted only a few weeks, before a key participant had to move all the 

way to the other end of the island. This is, of course, not reflective of any lack in the party’s 

organising skills. 

There have been talks of an online division, but nothing done to set them up. I will accept 

responsibility for the failure to do this. Moving forward, we must ensure that the Secretariat 

makes it a priority to set up, organise, and keep track of the divisions in the party. 

Membership 

Out of over 50 persons who registered, only 13 have been identified as full members of the party. 

Another few are actively engaged with the party; some are valuable observers, and others are 

potential members. We must maintain and improve these engagements, by organising the 

potential members into divisions. 
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One challenge is that we have not yet set a specific membership fee for Comrades based abroad. 

We must move quickly to do this, to accommodate members of the diaspora as well as Comrades 

who temporarily study or work abroad. 

Apart from the persons we already have, we need to begin actively recruiting more. With our 

constitution being official, we have an identifiable party structure that can facilitate our growth. 

Let us reach out into every corner of our country to get people to join or at least be aware of our 

movement. 

Funding 

Multiple persons have contacted me about their willingness to donate money to LANDS. While 

we have no immediate use for money, it is good to have it for when it is needed. We had aimed 

to get 1080.00 USD to fund our site for 5 years, and we got roughly half of that; it would not hurt 

to continue collecting donations so that we can save for the other years to come. 

Just tweets alone have allowed me to rake in personal donations, going up to 120.00 USD within 

a single day. Surely if LANDS was to increase its platform size and publish more content, it 

could attract donations like this. 

The challenge with funding, however, is that we are not yet a registered organisation, and it 

would therefore be difficult – if not impossible – to get a bank account. I have already spoken to 

the banks about this, and it does not seem like we will get a bank account until we are registered 

in some way. 

Until we are able to get a bank account, we must find alternative ways to accept funding, even if 

it means giving specific members the authority to collect funding on behalf of the party. We can 

do this at this stage because we are small, but we must monitor this very carefully in order to 

maintain credibility. We must establish a system of accountability to ensure that no-one collects 

money on the party’s behalf without surrendering it to the party. 

We must also be careful not to be too eager to accept money from others. When we solicit 

donations, they must be for specific projects or causes for which the inputs and outputs can be 

measured. Simply having some sort of general funds can come from membership fees. When we 

ask for donations, however, they must be for specific projects rather than just vague donations 

“to the party” – we can still accept general donations to the party from persons who offer to do 

so, but we should not ask. 
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Becoming an Official Political Party 

We should move quickly to become an official political party, not to immediately contest 

elections and benefit from public funding of campaigns, but to have ourselves recognised and 

regulated. If there is any misconduct regarding funds or other records, for example, it would be 

easier to get external authorities to arbitrate and hold specific individuals accountable rather than 

having the entire party’s credibility reduced. 

We need a physical office space as well as 500 signatories for a petition, in order to become a 

registered organisation. I am working on the physical office space, but others are encouraged to 

do so as well if they can. Regarding the 500 signatories, we should seek clarification of whether 

these need to be party members or just anyone with Voter IDs. In any case, we need to begin 

promoting ourselves more if we hope to reach this goal, or in general if we hope to have any 

impact on the national political landscape. 

Public Relations 

It seems that our party has attracted more international attention than it has been able to attract 

national attention. We must move quickly to fix this. Now that we have made our constitution 

official among ourselves, we can begin promoting ourselves in local spaces – both physical 

spaces and on social media. 

We must not only focus on making persons aware that we exist; we must also ensure that they 

have good impressions of us, that they take us seriously, and that we are consistently engaged 

with them to maintain their interest. 

We will need to increase our social media presence, and begin preparing to engage the mass 

media. We had informally decided that we would begin this in June; let us get it started. We also 

need to engage Jamaica’s 2 main political parties, the affiliate bodies of the 2 main political 

parties, the 3rd parties, the NGOs, and the trade unions. 

While we will focus more on local/national politics, we must not neglect the international bonds 

that we have started to build. We have built mostly unofficial links to members of the WWP and 

PSL in the USA. We were in the early stages of our organisation, but we can be ready to engage 

these organisations in an official sense now, if they are willing to accommodate us. We must also 

be willing to engage other political organisations and trade unions in the region. 
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The 2 Parties 

People’s National Party 

It is no secret that some of us have been working with the People’s National Party or its youth 

affiliate. Some of us and our sympathisers are in these organisations, and our ideas and line seem 

to carry well among a significant portion of members of these organisations as well as the newly 

founded “Orange Army” that is affiliated with them. 

We have not been operating in a clandestine manner or practising any form of entryism, and to 

do so would betray the trust of these organisations and bring unnecessary hostility. Our members 

who sit on the PNPYO’s Policy Commission openly identify themselves as LANDS members, 

and we have been invited to functions and events as LANDS instead of as individuals. 

We should not be surprised if the PNP was to invite us to become an affiliate organisation, but 

we would likely decline this as some of our members would be uncomfortable, and the idea was 

never to have our party subordinate to the PNP. We share some of the values that the PNP claims 

to have, but the very founding of our party was a reaction to the PNP’s failure to proudly wave 

its red flag. It seems very difficult to challenge the PNP from the inside, and we have much more 

freedom and room to criticise it from the outside. 

Our criticism must not be destructive; it must attack the tendencies that we genuinely want to get 

rid of, while encouraging the things that we want to see more of. By presenting a platform that is 

Left of the PNP, we are not simply seeking to grab detractors of the PNP to support us instead of 

the PNP. If the PNP fails to move towards the Left, and if their detractors join us as a result, then 

so be it. However, we must give room for the PNP to make a shift to the Left. 

This does not mean that we will abolish our organisation and join the PNP as soon as they show 

the slightest hint of moving Left; it is best that we remain a separate organisation, permanently. 

If the political landscape in Jamaica changes within the next few decades, which would lead the 

PNP to want to merge with us to form an entirely new party, then both parties will have to sit 

down and talk about that in the future. However, we will not be simply absorbed into a party that 

has uncritically tolerated Liberalism among its ranks. 

We must be willing to work with the PNP when we can, that is when they share our outlook and 

goals. We should consider taking every opportunity to join and influence the currents within the 

PNP, to pull them towards the Left. We must also be willing to distance ourselves from the PNP 

and criticise it when necessary, as well as accepting fair criticism from the PNP. 
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The PNP’s reaction to us will determine whether they can be our friends or not. We are open to 

working with them, and it is up to them to be willing to work with us, without the expectation 

that we will simply be their subordinates. We understand that they have a more rich history that 

we cannot match at this point, but there is much difference between the PNP before the 1980s 

and the PNP after 1980s. 

We are Socialists in our own right. We are students of past and present Socialist movements, 

including the USSR. We will use the term “Comrade” within our own party and among other 

Socialist parties. It is up to the PNP whether they want to accept us as their Comrades, and 

whether we are allowed to accept them as ours. We will undoubtedly have our disagreements and 

squabbles, but we can still be Comrades if they are willing. 

We do not have to join the Orange Army to work with it. LANDS can have a Red Army that is 

willing to be an ally of the Orange Army; it is up to the Orange Army to accept or decline this 

offer for an alliance. 

I should also clarify that I am not forcing us into an alliance, and all this is not unconditional. 

Whatever alliance we offer has to be on our terms and conditions as well, and we have time to 

set these terms and conditions. After we set them, however, it is the PNP that has the decision to 

accept or reject them. If they reject them, we move on. 
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Jamaica Labour Party 

It is less likely to have LANDS members who are sympathetic to the JLP, than it is to have those 

who are sympathetic to the PNP. We are a Leftist party, and our constitution officially identifies 

us as a Black Nationalist and Socialist party. The JLP distanced itself from Socialism from the 

early 1960s, repressed Black Nationalism and Socialism in the late 1960s, worked violently 

against Jamaica’s Democratic Socialist government in the 1970s, and invited the USA to piss its 

imperialism in the Caribbean in the 1980s. 

In its term in 2007 to 2011, the JLP welcomed the IMF to Jamaica, and it is rapidly pulling 

Jamaica onto a neoliberal path in its current term. While being friendly with Israel and the 

Dominican Republic, it makes no effort to befriend our brothers and sisters in Haiti or our 

Comrades in Venezuela. 

Some of us were happy that Hillary Clinton lost the election in the USA, because it woke up a lot 

of persons in the USA to the reality of their politics. It reminded people that racism and 

misogyny are not dead, and more people are aware and critical of the USA’s foreign policy. We 

entertained mild accelerationist ideas in the USA, because some of us felt that making 

Americans too comfortable with imperialism was against our interests. We want the Democratic 

Party to go down in the USA, and we want them to be punished for posing as progressive while 

not being sufficiently Left. 

The political landscape in Jamaica, however, is much different. There would be no point in 

working against the PNP to strengthen the JLP, and to strengthen the neoliberal programme. The 

PNP’s own members are already critical of its abandonment of Socialism. The PNP, unlike the 

Democratic Party, has mostly been a positive force in history. A decision to side with the JLP to 

punish the PNP for not being sufficiently Left would be a foolish tactic, and would make us very 

much like the puritans who bash Cuba and China for not being purely Socialist enough. 

We have the ability to pull the PNP to the Left without trying to punish or spite them, and 

without trying to strengthen the JLP. It would be in nobody’s interests to support the JLP. If the 

PNP becomes even more like the JLP, and fails to please us with its platform, then we can 

simply remain neutral or choose to prepare ourselves to fully enter politics, but we should not 

support the JLP. 

While not supporting the JLP or enabling its power, we can still be honest when it does 

something good, and we can work with it and its affiliate organisations on particular initiatives or 

programmes that we agree with.  
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Left Alliance for National Democracy and Socialism 

LANDS must find its place in Jamaican politics, whether it is in electoral politics or not. We 

should neither think that we must limit our politics to elections, nor that we cannot enter electoral 

politics. 

There is a myth that 3rd parties can never do well in the Westminster system, but the political 

climate of Jamaica is very different right now. Additionally, many countries that use the 

Westminster system are multiparty democracies with at least 3 significant parties. In the future, I 

can go on and on at length on this particular topic. We will work with facts and science, rather 

than listening to parrots repeat nonsense. 

One fear that we may have is that every constituency is already in the grip of a party. If this was 

truly the case, elections would be pointless because the same seats would be won by the same 

parties every time. Each party has some safe seats, but not every seat in the country is safe for 

either party. There are swing seats in the country; some are highly-competitive, where there is 

high voter turnout, but some have extremely low voter turnout, showing a lack of support for 

either party. 

In the 2016 general election, a 3rd party candidate would have needed to mobilise only 21% of 

the registered voters in Western Westmoreland in order to win the seat; voter turnout was 

incredibly low, and the margin of victory was not impressive. There are other seats like Western 

Westmoreland that we can talk about. 

Let us avoid stepping into safe seats; stepping on the toes of the other political parties may bring 

us unwanted hostility, which we are not in a position to defend ourselves from right now. We 

know Jamaica’s political history and how the 2 main parties violently defended their political 

strongholds. Let us target the seats that neither party feels ownership of, as to avoid upsetting 

both parties too much. 

We would do this whether or not we are going to get involved in electoral politics. If we are not 

getting involved in electoral politics, we still need to be careful about which communities we 

organise in; this is for the sake of our own safety, as well as our general relationship with the 2 

main parties. 

Separate from the on-the-ground organising, we are in a position to challenge mainstream 

politics in Jamaica. Again, voter turnout being extremely low signifies that the people never had 

a particular preference for one party or the other. This is likely because there is very little 

difference between the 2 main parties at the moment. 
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We are in a position to present an anti-Capitalist and anti-austerity platform. We are in a position 

to present an economic Nationalist platform that rejects neoliberalism and the dependence on 

pleasing foreign investors. We are in a position to provide ideological guidance for our ideas, 

and a long-term plan, rather than simply making a knee-jerk reaction to every situation as the 

other parties do. We are in a position to provide answers to questions that have not even been 

entertained by the 2 main parties. We are in a position to push economic models that have not 

been thought of, something the 2 main parties will not be prepared to do when the global 

unemployment crisis worsens. We are in a position to frame human rights in a Jamaican way, 

rather than depending on foreign qualifiers. 

If we believe in ourselves, we are in a position to usher a new political era, with new energetic 

ideas. Everything depends on whether we are up to the task. We must not be fooled by our size. 

If we put in the effort, we can build and grow. With every mistake, we must learn and move 

forward. Of course the tasks at hand will not be easy, and we will not always immediately get the 

result that we want, but we have to start somewhere, and the time to start is now. Let us get to 

work, let us build a party, and let us work towards national liberation and Socialism. 


