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Preface 

In October 2017, we were represented in the 7th Assembly of Caribbean Peoples. Since then, we 

have been building relationships with other organisations and movements, as well as 3 

governments. The report on our participation in the 7th Assembly of Caribbean Peoples has not 

yet been completed; drafts had been sent to some observers of the organisation, but no public 

release was made. 

The challenge with completing that report is that the event accounted for significant developments 

for our organisation’s external affairs; the scope of the report aimed to capture these 

developments which continued consistently for months after the Assembly had concluded. 

It was during the 7th Assembly of Caribbean Peoples that we were invited to participate in the Sao 

Paulo Forum; the invitation was extended to us by David Abdullah, the leader of the Movement 

for Social Justice, a political party in Trinidad & Tobago. Despite not having parliamentary 

representation, the Movement for Social Justice is a part of the national political scene; they have 

strong ties to labour unions, they make the local headlines, and they are the only organisation in 

Trinidad & Tobago that we know to be an official member of the Sao Paulo Forum. 

Despite the invitation being extended to us from October 2017, it was the following developments 

that really allowed us to participate in the Sao Paulo Forum. We will not go too much into the 

details of these developments, as it may lead this report to end up like the one for the Assembly of 

Caribbean Peoples. 
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Introduction 

The Sao Paulo Forum was founded by Luiz Lula da Silva and Fidel Castro, the leaders of the 

Worker’s Party of Brazil and the Communist Party of Cuba respectively, in 1990. The intention 

was to bring together the Leftist parties in Latin America and the Caribbean and to promote 

integration among the countries in the region. With the fall of the Berlin Wall the year prior, and 

the collapse of the Soviet Union the year after, the global Left was seen as taking a massive hit. 

Besides this, the Left in the Caribbean in particular was in disarray. Michael Manley’s Democratic 

Socialist government in Jamaica was ousted after US intervention in 1976-1980, and the People’s 

Revolutionary Government of Grenada had collapsed in 1983, with the US and its allies exploiting 

the situation to invade Grenada and prevent any Socialist project from being born again. By the 

time Michael Manley had been returned to power in Jamaica 1989, he abandoned his hardline 

Democratic Socialist platform out of fear of the violence that the US caused in the country. 

Since this time, all major political parties in the Anglophone Caribbean have been focused on 

balancing the people’s demand for social democratic policies with external demands that we 

reform our economies to conform to the austere neoliberal models that dominate the world. The 

sad reality is that they don’t have a choice, regardless of whatever political ideals they profess. 

Since the late 1990s, there has been a resurgence of the Left in the region, with Socialist and other 

progressive parties coming to power in multiple countries; even militant movements had laid down 

arms and begun to participate in conventional politics. We called this as the Pink Tide, and most 

of these governments had solid connections with social movements in their respective countries. 

Despite having mass support and coming to power through conventional electoral means, the 

Pink Tide parties came under attack from the US imperialists. Mass support and constitutional 

legitimacy didn’t stop the US from aiming to topple Salvador Allende in Chile or Michael Manley 

in Jamaica in the 1970s; the tactics that were used against these governments were being used 

again, with sanctions and other underhand measures aimed to make the economy scream, and with 

clandestine support for right-wing opposition movements that do the US’ dirty work for them. 

The Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela has been the main target of this new imperialist assault; 

concurrently, the imperialists have still been attempting to overthrow the Cuban Revolution with 

new tactics. While Cuba and Venezuela have successfully resisted the most recent attempts to 

undermine their governments, we have witnessed coups in Honduras and Brazil, and suffered 

election losses in Guatemala, Paraguay, Argentina, and Chile. Ecuador is a unique situation, with 

Lenin Moreno betraying his predecessor and embracing Western powers. While celebrating our 

defeats, the imperialists are intensifying their assault against Venezuela and Nicaragua. 
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With the situation at hand, there is an aura of worry as well as a need to resist. Social movements 

in Brazil and Argentina tire themselves to constantly protest their governments’ neoliberal 

reforms. Together, Cuba, Venezuela, and Bolivia have become bastions of resistance to 

imperialism. This was the situation leading up to the Sao Paulo Forum. For the 3 days, there were 

constant chants to free Lula, as well as celebrations of the survival of the Bolivarian Revolution in 

Venezuela and the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. Of course, the Cuban Revolution was also celebrated. 

Preparation 

An announcement was put to all of the party’s units that 2 delegates would be attending the 

forum; a link to the draft programme of the forum was made available, but none of the units had 

discussed it in their meetings. 

In preparation for the forum, we made the necessary arrangements for transportation and 

accommodation. A budget was discussed and approved by the Central Committee, though 

unforeseen circumstances forced us to go over the initial planned budget. 

We reached out to the People’s National Party to propose a joint Jamaican delegation, but the idea 

was entirely rejected; we were told that it “wouldn’t be possible.” The forum involved concurrent 

meetings, including a women’s meeting, a youth meeting, and a meeting for Members of 

Parliament. As the PNP failed to send any youth to the event, and we have no parliamentary 

representation, we could have met between sessions and exchanged information. We were not 

requesting money, resources, or any sort of assistance; all our expenses had already been paid. We 

are not entirely sure why the proposal was rejected. 
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The Sao Paulo Forum 

Registration 

Registration was simple and quite easy for us. There was some confusion about how much the fee 

was, but it was settled before we paid. Our names and the name of the organisation were on ‘the 

list’ so we were quickly accredited. 

While in the line, we had been engaging 2 delegates from the Communist Party of Brazil. Apart 

from casual banter, we asked them about their party’s relationship with the Workers’ Party of 

Brazil, and one of them said it was mixed, i.e. sometimes good and sometimes not so good. We 

told them it was the same between us and the PNP in Jamaica, despite us not even being on the 

national scene. At some point we also went into a discussion of theory, in which we realised we 

were pretty much on the same page in our understanding of imperialism, class struggle, etc. 

While we waited on our bus to return us to our accommodations, we sat in an open area where 

some other delegates engaged us. Some from the Dominican Republic quickly engaged us, then we 

proceeded to engage one from the Communist Party of Peru – Patria Roja. 

The delegate from Peru was young, and we felt comfortable getting directly into discussion rather 

than waiting for formalities. We wanted to find out how Sendero Luminoso, a former self-

proclaimed Communist movement in Peru, was perceived by the Peruvian people. We informed 

him of our specific intentions later on, but he made one thing clear to us even before that; 

“because of Sendero Luminoso, many people in Peru think that Communists are terrorists.”  
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Day 1 

The opening ceremony was wonderful; at the head table, we saw Jose Ramon Machado Ventura 

among other leaders. One of the first persons to speak was Ralph Gonsalves, the Prime Minister 

of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, who made direct reference to Leninist terminology1 while 

analysing imperialism and US foreign policy. As it was Children’s Day in Cuba, there was also a 

performance by children. Despite their rejection of our offer to form a joint delegation, the PNP 

delegates sat beside us during the opening ceremony. 

After the opening ceremony, we proceeded to a room for a session that discussed a School of 

Political Training. We were interested in this concept, as it included the possibility of online 

courses rather than a physical school somewhere in the region; this would allow cadres to continue 

their work in their respective countries while still benefiting from this training. One of our 

delegates spoke, highlighting the major defeats that the Left suffered in the Caribbean on a whole 

and in Jamaica in particular, and expressed hope that the political training would account for the 

specific challenges faced by small and youth-led movements. Building a movement from scratch, 

especially when you are young, is not an easy task. Many young groups went to the forum to cheer 

slogans, but there was not much room to discuss real challenges facing new small movements and 

organisations, or any avenues to seek advice from more established groups. 

We had some time to interact with the PNP during lunch. They had skipped a part of the forum to 

watch the World Cup final, so we asked about that and kept the conversation casual, until one of 

us had an interesting exchange with Lisa Hanna. She asked what our “aim” was, and the delegate 

said that we’re just building a far-Left platform, currently focusing on pulling the PNP leftwards; it 

was made clear that we had no current intentions to contest elections. 

Nevertheless, she pressed on about what we would do if we were to form government, and what 

model we would try to implement; we said that our ultimate goal would be Socialism but that our 

priority in the current moment is limiting the domination of foreign capital and allowing domestic 

capital accumulation. When it was said that we would eventually want to expel foreign capital, her 

response was “so how are you going to make money?” and we said that we’d allow foreign 

investments but only on our own terms in alignment with national goals. When reference was 

made to examples, she said “No, I only want to hear what you would do” and then became 

dismissive, but we still tried to entertain her engagement. An attempt to continue the conversation 

was met with “we can talk later” which, of course, never happened. We tried to maintain cordial 

relations with the PNP’s delegation despite this. 

                                                 
1 He spoke of the advancement of monopoly capital (CubaSi 2018) 
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After lunch, we all reconvened in the main room where the opening ceremony was held. The topic 

was “against colonialism and in favour of the anti-imperialist solidarity and peace” – the topic of 

Puerto Rican independence came up, of course. Demilitarisation of the region was also discussed, 

with major concerns about the developments between Colombia and NATO. 

Thereafter, we went to a meeting between the National Bureau of Cuba’s Young Communist 

League and all the youth attending the Sao Paulo Forum. The session in the main room ended late, 

leaving the youth meeting to start late. Most of the exchanges were informal, starting with a sparse 

room. We got another chance to engage the same Peruvian delegate that we met on the day of 

registration, but language barriers and translation limitations again prevented us from 

communicating properly. 

A translator arrived just as the session was about to start, and the ‘meeting’ was limited2 to a 

presentation by the Young Communist League. They taught us about the various affiliate 

organisations of the Communist Party that keep the Cuban communities and youth engaged in 

national matters. 

The presentation was followed by a quick WFDY3 meeting; we did not stay for this as we are not 

yet members of the WFDY. We proceeded to dinner, which was only held on the first day. 

  

                                                 
2 This was due to time constraints, as it started late, and something was scheduled afterwards. 
3 World Federation of Democratic Youth 
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Day 2 

On the second day, the first thing on the schedule was the set of concurrent meetings for different 

categories of delegates. One of our delegates attended the youth meeting, and the other attended 

the women’s meeting. As far as we know, the 3 PNP delegates attended the meeting for Members 

of Parliament. 

Our delegates had difficulties in the first part of their respective meetings, as translation was not 

provided like it was in all other instances of the event. One delegate has some knowledge of 

Spanish and French, but a presenter had spoken Portuguese. There was a break, after which 

translation was arranged for the delegate in the youth meeting. There was one other English 

speaker in the youth meeting, from the ANC in South Africa; he also relied on translation services. 

In the women’s meeting, representatives from the different organisations attending the forum 

gathered to discuss women’s issues as well as the role of women in the continued fight against 

neoliberalism. The conversation highlighted that dismantling the patriarchy went hand in hand 

with dismantling other structures of oppression, such as capitalism and neoliberalism, and that 

there could be no true liberation without women’s liberation. 

Critiques were made of the Nicaraguan and Ecuadorian governments for not doing enough to 

safeguard the reproductive rights of women. Reproductive rights and the struggle for safe and 

legal access to abortion seemed to resonate across the room. The meeting then continued to 

emphasise the role of women in the revolution, highlighting revolutionary women such as Vilma 

Espin. It was also very focused on steering away from reductionism, condemning those who 

reduce the world to gender or class, and highlighting the need for intersectionality in analysis. 

Whereas the youth meeting the day before was only a presentation, this youth meeting had more 

participation from the attendees. The head table frequently yielded the floor to persons who 

wanted to speak. One person in the youth meeting went up and complained about the 

repetitiveness of the forum, saying that delegates sit in the rooms and say the same things each 

year, but not much changes; this resonated with our delegate. Some of the discussion involved the 

ways in which social media has been used by imperialists to manipulate youth and incite violence. 

Our delegate in the youth meeting also met someone from Bolivia, who introduced him to some 

other Bolivian youth. They invited him to have lunch with them, and to attend a meeting with Evo 

Morales the following morning. Both invitations were eventually extended to our other delegate. 
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Our delegate in the youth meeting did not seize a chance to speak, but he and his translator 

engaged someone from the National Bureau of the Young Communist League afterwards; a 

meeting was arranged for both our delegates to sit with him before returning to Jamaica. 

Everyone reconvened in the main room, where discussions on the “necessity of the Latin 

American and Caribbean Unity and Integration” took place. It was emphasised that with or 

without Socialism, each country in the region should have an interest in resisting imperialism and 

the domination by foreign capital; this was the stance held by Fidel Castro himself. 

After this session ended, all participants were taken to visit some CDRs4, where we freely 

interacted with Cubans. We also bought some food and ice cream from local shops. There, we met 

delegates from the Green Party in the US; one was from Palestine and one was from Egypt. We 

had hoped to meet Palestinian delegates from Palestinian organisations, but we didn’t come across 

any at any point.  

                                                 
4 Committees for the Defence of the Revolution 
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Day 3 

We had stayed out late the night before, so we got little time to rest. We were told that we needed 

to show up for the meeting with Evo Morales by 6:00am, so we had gotten up by 5:00am. 

Unfortunately, one of our delegates was not well, so she went back to rest for the entire day. The 

other delegate got into a taxi by 5:45am.  

The exchange with Evo Morales was pleasant; all the young persons had spoken, and he 

responded to everyone. Our delegate very briefly mentioned the history of Jamaica, the sad reality 

that indigenous communities no longer exist because of genocide, and how we’ve experienced US 

intervention before. Our delegate then went on to thank Bolivia for its solidarity with Venezuela 

and Nicaragua but asked how our solidarity – as a small organisation in Jamaica – can be made 

meaningful if we have no real power right now. It was reaffirmed that we are in solidarity with 

Palestine, with the indigenous movements in Bolivia, with the Bolivarian Revolution, with the 

Sandinistas, and with the Cuban Revolution, but there was question of how much it really meant. 

Evo Morales said that solidarity is still important, and we remain committed to any action in the 

future that can make some form of impact. A part of the imperialist assault always involves 

imperialist propaganda and misinformation campaigns, and we can start combating that at the very 

least; this can coincide with the solidarity meetings we participate in. 

The delegate that attended the morning meeting with Evo Morales had some issues getting into 

the plenary session on the final day; it was bad enough that the other delegate was not well. Some 

Comrades assisted him, and he eventually found a way to navigate around the problem. 

Being alone at the plenary, he sat with the young Bolivian delegates. During a break, he engaged an 

older Bolivian delegate about relations between indigenous and Afro-Bolivian communities, and 

the status of Afro-Bolivians in Bolivia. 

During lunch, the delegate sat with some of the members of the REC5 of the Assembly of 

Caribbean People’s, advancing ideas that he had put to that body prior to the meeting; the ideas 

were largely accepted after some debate. 

Regrettably, the Anglophone Caribbean on a whole was not very visible at the forum, despite 

having former Prime Ministers of 2 Caribbean states and the current Prime Minister of St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines there; not much of the issues facing the small Caribbean islands were at the 

forefront of the main discussions. 

                                                 
5 Regional Executive Committee 
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The delegations of some of the Anglophone Caribbean countries can be blamed for this; someone 

from Barbados had spoken in the session on political education and training, and someone from 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines had briefly spoken in the main room, but that was it. The 

mainstream Left party in Jamaica never seemed to take the forum seriously, and never really had a 

presence. Nevertheless, David Abdullah’s attempts to consolidate the Caribbean bloc should be 

noted. We will try to advance the cause of having more Anglophone Caribbean members in the 

working group that leads the international forum. 

The closing ceremony was held, at which some of the many resolutions6, as well as the final 

declaration, were read. The head table included Raul Castro, Jose Ramon Machado Ventura, 

Miguel Diaz-Canel, Salvador Sanchez, Nicolas Maduro, and Evo Morales. Loud cheers and 

applauses greeted them. 

At the end of the ceremony, some Ecuadorean delegates chanted to have direct reference to Rafael 

Correa in the final declaration, a demand that ended up being granted. In the last minutes, our 

delegate approached some Mexican delegates and asked them about the significance of the recent 

election; we knew that the new president was progressive and that he represented a major shift 

from the right-wing, neoliberal, and mob politics, but we wanted to know some more specific 

things like his relationship with indigenous communities. Engaging those Mexican delegates 

further, they were honest in that nothing concrete has been said yet; we stayed in touch with them 

and one informed us that their movement is a broad coalition of multiple sectors of the Mexican 

society, including indigenous people. 

After the closing ceremony, delegates were to go to a concert at the University of Havana. Before 

the buses were ready, our delegate quickly met with the Peruvian Comrade, finally having someone 

who could translate for the conversation. Our delegate expressed his concerns about the leader of 

Sendero Luminoso being romanticised by adventurists in the USA, and particularly why it 

bothered him. 

In online spaces, where the war of information takes place, many self-labelled Communists and 

other Leftists from the USA and other Western countries discredit Cuba and other progressive 

countries and impose detached and dogmatic understandings of Socialism in their analyses of 

these countries. The danger of doing this is that it erodes support for these countries among 

Socialists in the imperial core, leaving our potential allies unwilling to stand in solidarity with us 

against imperialism. In the USA, for example, it has become a cool trend to identify as a Socialist, 

but only if you disavow Cuba and echo the West in discrediting Venezuela and Nicaragua.  

                                                 
6 There were over 40 resolutions presented to the plenary, from the multiple workshops and meetings. 
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When we explain why these tendencies are dangerous, and why they harm rather than help the 

Third World, the Left in the First World quickly point out that they have friends in the Third 

World who agree with them; they claim that Communists in the Philippines and Peru agree with 

their paternalistic stance that “Cuba is revisionist” and imply that their never-ending critique of 

Socialist projects in the Third World is welcome by their own allies in the Third World. 

When we tell these persons from the First World that they don’t understand the material 

conditions of Cuba and why it has had to make certain adaptations, they call us revisionist as well, 

and say that we can’t speak for the Third World because we are not the real Communists in the 

Third World; they say that only their allies are the ‘real’ Socialists. After so many of these 

encounters, we have had an interest in discrediting Sendero Luminoso, and building a relationship 

with another Communist organisation in Peru would aid in this effort. As far as we’re concerned, 

Sendero Luminoso and their admirers are arrogant chauvinists who value their ideas over the 

conditions and lives of the people; the group had committed massacres and terrorist attacks in 

Peru, clinging to dogma and a false revolutionary aesthetic rather than embracing any concrete 

plans that would benefit the people. Likewise, their American admirers are adventurists who run 

around with masks and guns as if being revolutionary is some roleplay with costumes. We 

appreciated the exchange and committed to staying in touch. 

Almost everyone from the convention centre then went to the concert. This ended with the last 

round of well wishes, hugs, and so on. Our delegate that was present had spent most of his time 

with an older Bolivian Comrade and was engaged by someone from the US-based Green Party; 

they spoke of the challenges they had in common with organising. Hope was then expressed that 

future international meetings like this would include space to discuss the specifics of these 

challenges and how to overcome them, and we mean the small everyday things and the specifics of 

tactics, not just the things that hit the headlines. 

While it is important to be in solidarity with Lula and Maduro, small movements need to 

overcome specific challenges if we aim to become more effective, so that our solidarity can be 

more meaningful. 
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After the Forum 

Young Communist League 

We had just 1 more meeting, 2 days after the forum. Both our delegates met with Jose Angel 

Maury de Toro, from the Young Communist League. Together they discussed the possibility of 

cooperation on technology and communication, specifically how to make it useful to organising 

(for both internal affairs and external relations). Our elders frequently talk about the importance of 

social media, but we are yet to have serious discussions about how to use it effectively. 

We discussed the gaps between talk and action, being disgruntled that sometimes “action” has just 

meant making solidarity statements but not doing anything to effectively help those we express 

solidarity with. Maury raised the point that not all “action” has to be going out and protesting; we 

agreed, establishing that that isn’t what we meant by action and that mobilisation for the sake of 

mobilisation is sometimes no more symbolic than declarations and statements. We took this 

opportunity to explain our 3 fronts of work: ideological development which we have already been 

doing, policy engagement which we have done before and hope to do again, and community 

organising which we are just starting to do. 

With Maury, we discussed the same thing that we discussed with the Comrade from the Green 

Party in the US. We wanted to have more frank discussions about the challenges facing us, and we 

felt that things seemed all too perfect among certain organisations that were present. We have nice 

logos and nice names, but we shouldn’t only be aiming to impress each other; we should be 

discussing the challenges we have in common so that we can help each other to overcome them. If 

we are truly Comrades, we should be able to be humble around each other so that we can work 

together in certain ways. 

The event was good overall, and we appreciated it; we were happy that we went. Maury agreed 

with us on certain points and expressed that the forum never gave enough opportunities for 

quality 1-on-1 exchanges like the one we were having. He proposed that we send a delegation to 

have bilateral meetings with the Young Communist League in the future. One of our delegates 

quickly relayed this to the Communications Committee, and we should be discussing it as a part of 

our plans for either this year or next year. Hopefully the delegation that we send for this will be 

larger, at least 4 persons. 

This series of bilateral meetings would facilitate the technical cooperation on technology and 

communication, and exchanges of ideas and skills in other areas as well. In addition, there would 

be the general strengthening of relations.   
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Jamaica Peace Council 

Just as we did after sending a delegate to the Assembly of Caribbean Peoples, 2 persons from 

LANDS attended a meeting with the Jamaica Peace Council. We had discussions with diplomatic 

staff from Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua; they all explained the history of US intervention in 

their countries and the recent intensification. 

We have 2 fronts of work to carry out; we need to organise the Jamaican people to hold our own 

government accountable when they align with the US on foreign policy, and we need to put effort 

into combating the misinformation campaigns that take place in our local traditional media as well 

as internationally on social media. With the way information is spread, a little effort can go a far 

way in terms of impact on social media. 
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Work to be Done 

Attending the forum would be useless if it never taught us anything or gave us any work to do. We 

are submitting this report with proposals of courses of action that the party should take. Whether 

the work we propose is discussed in the units or decreed by a single committee’s resolution, we lay 

it out here for the consideration of those who will read and end up deciding. 

Building a Local Assembly 

From early 2017, we had the idea to build an extra-parliamentary forum that would include social 

movements, labour unions, and other small political organisations. Our interest in this idea had 

increased after attending the Assembly of Caribbean Peoples, and even further after the wage 

disputes and the government’s plan to implement an independent Fiscal Council. Work has already 

begun on this, with current efforts being spearheaded by Alexander Scott and Alex Smith. We 

need to step up our efforts to build connections with local movements. Most are either 

bureaucratised NGOs rather than social movements, or the disorganised remnants of political 

movements that were formed in a gone moment. This will not be easy, but it must be done. 

Article on the Jamaican Left 

At some point, a Chilean delegate approached us with a note; one of our delegates was asked to 

write an article on the rise and fall of the Left in Jamaica. The ‘make the economy scream’ tactic 

was used in both Chile and Jamaica in the 1970s, and it succeeded in both countries. Writing this 

was set as a priority, as the defeat of the Left in Jamaica was done by similar means that the 

imperialists are applying in Venezuela and Nicaragua. Armed terrorists, funded by the US, are 

being painted as credible domestic opposition to an ‘authoritarian’ government, to attract support 

from those who usually oppose intervention. This task was completed on July 28, 2018. 

Strengthening Ties with Central America 

The Jamaican Left already has strong ties to Cuba and Venezuela, as well as decent ties with 

Nicaragua. Our young party has already begun building strong ties to Cuba and Venezuela, in the 

footsteps of our elders, and we are gradually building ties with Nicaragua. However, we see a need 

to build stronger ties with the Leftist movements in other Central American countries, especially 

Honduras, El Salvador, and Mexico. Central American countries are not far from us, 

geographically, and it is a shame that we don’t already have strong ties with them. 
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Strengthening Ties with South America 

Strengthening ties with South American Comrades is not at the top of our agenda, but we met 

delegates from 4 South American countries, and we have specific reasons that it would make sense 

to strengthen ties with each. Apart from the specific reasons listed, we want to stay in touch with 

Comrades from these countries so that we can exchange information about developments in 

current affairs. If any crisis or situation emerges in these countries, we would prefer to receive 

information directly from these organisations than to rely on possible misinformation from 

Western media. 

- Brazil and Jamaica share a few things in common, though the situation in Brazil is far more 

extreme than Jamaica’s. We are both going through a period of austerity, we both have 

pro-US governments in charge right now, and both states are becoming increasingly 

militarised. We hope to stay in touch with the Comrades we met from Brazil. 

- Peru and Jamaica do not share much in common, but we have a specific interest in keeping 

ourselves connected to the Communist movement in Peru. Maoist tendencies are 

emerging in our party, but we want to differentiate our Maoist tendencies from the 

nonsense that Sendero Luminoso practised in Peru. We have a specific interest in 

discrediting Sendero Luminoso, and we hope to have other Peruvian Communists aiding 

us in doing so. We could then work together to spread proper Third World perspectives. 

- Bolivia and Jamaica do not share much in common, but our party has informally stood in 

solidarity with indigenous movements worldwide, including the Palestinian struggle, the 

indigenous peoples in North America and Australia, and the land struggles in South Africa 

and Namibia. We want to continue to engage our Bolivian Comrades and hopefully 

formalise our positions on these things. Bolivia has made significant advances in the past 

few years. We want to study the relationship between indigenous Bolivians and Afro-

Bolivians in particular, as what we learn may be relevant to our engagement with African-

Americans on the topic of decolonisation. The limitation of this, however, is that Afro-

Bolivians make up a small percentage of the overall Bolivian population. Our delegates 

informally supported Bolivia’s right to have access to the sea, but this will need to be 

formalised before it can become a party position. 

- Chile and Jamaica don’t share much in common, but we both had similar experiences in 

the 1970s that led up to the collapse of our constitutionally-elected Socialist leaders. Where 

we differ from Chile is that Chileans suffered under an overt brutal dictatorship in the 

1980s; Seaga’s government in Jamaica was problematic but nowhere near what the 

Chileans had experienced under Pinochet. Apart from the delegate that asked us to write 

about the Left in Jamaica, we may find ourselves in touch with 2 other organisations. 
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Building Information Systems 

We currently use a meeting report system in our organisation; it has proven to be effective in 

solving specific problems that we had been experiencing. The system on its own won’t eliminate 

all problems that we have; we would need to continue utilising it. 

We have demonstrated this meeting report system to someone from the PNP7 and someone from 

the UJC8; they were both impressed and they both expressed interest in developing something 

similar. We should consider helping them to develop these systems, and we should try to build a 

regional one. We are already in talks with the Assembly of Caribbean Peoples to develop such a 

system across the Caribbean, but this could be stretched to all of Latin America and the 

Caribbean, to maintain an internal network among the organisations that attend the Sao Paulo 

Forum. We need to have internal communication systems, i.e. systems where we communicate 

privately, as well as outlets for disseminating information to the public to keep them engaged. 

Some organisations rely on press releases and newsletters to communicate information to their 

allies; the challenge with this is that receiving multiple of these at once can get overwhelming, and 

sometimes they get lost and forgotten in an email inbox. It leaves no room for distinction between 

public and private communication, and the updates given by this method are usually major 

updates, but we want to be able to communicate small things that may not require an entire formal 

press release. 

Some organisations and groups heavily use group chats on messenger apps9 or social media10. This 

can be overwhelming, and some persons may find it invasive. Important updates can get lost in 

chat history, no distinction is made between updates and chatter, and groups become social spaces 

in which it can be difficult to manage and set boundaries. 

Our method of internal communication should be one that is not invasive, and one in which large 

volumes of information can be navigated easily. It should allow for things like updates and 

announcements, just simple things that one entity would want to communicate to others that may 

be interested. 

                                                 
7 The People’s National Party, in Jamaica 
8 The Young Communist League, of Cuba 
9 WhatsApp, Telegram, Signal, etc. 
10 Twitter, Facebook, etc. 
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Social Media 

There needs to be some formalised Left discourse about social media; the result of this should 

neither overestimate nor underestimate its impact and usefulness. We also need to have skills 

exchanges where persons, who are experienced in using social media effectively, can train others. 

Apart from understanding how we can use social media to bolster our work, we need to study how 

reactionaries can use and manipulate social media to their own ends as well. Social media has 

become a critical front precisely because a war of information takes place there. 

It is an efficient way to distribute information because it is easy to access in most countries, and 

the mechanisms – especially on Twitter – allow information to be shared and spread very quickly 

across wide sections of persons who may not even be in any sort of group together. 

However, its usefulness should not be overestimated. Being good at social media itself should 

never be our end goal; rather, we should analyse how social media can be used to accomplish the 

goals that we set. We should not get trapped/absorbed in social media dynamics that make us 

forget the real political world around us. 

Documenting the Forum 

On its own, this written piece is our attempt to document the relevance of the forum to our own 

organisation, before memories fade. The Granma, the official outlet of the Communist Party of 

Cuba, has done a good job of documenting some of the speeches that were given at the Sao Paulo 

Forum11; some were transcribed word for word. One very simple task for us to do would be to 

index some of these speeches in a compilation, like we did with news articles during the 2017-2018 

wage disputes. 

All the posts are in Spanish language and are unavailable on the English version of the site; 

however, web browsers offer translations of entire pages. One particular speech was a report on 

the meetings held by women and youth, which reflected on how youth can be manipulated by 

media to act against their interests12. There was a speech by the new Cuban president, Miguel 

Diaz-Canel, in which he declared that there would not be any Capitalist turns or concessions in 

Cuba13. There was also a speech by Evo Morales, where he humbly recalled conversations he had 

with Fidel Castro about revolution and needing guidance14. 

                                                 
11 Foro de Sao Paulo (Granma 2014) 
12 Left handed, more than right-handed (Caballero and Rodriguez Rosales 2018) 
13 There will never be room to divide or waver! (Díaz-Canel Bermúdez 2018) 
14 The best tribute to Fidel is the unity of the peoples of Latin America (Morales 2018) 
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Language Training 

It is necessary that partisans take up a foreign language. The number of people in the entire 

English-Speaking Caribbean is less than the population of El Salvador. 

We have been offered the opportunity to attend free Spanish classes at the IVCC15, and we should 

not waste it. If we are to increase our engagement with parties in foreign countries, we will need 

multiple persons taking on this responsibility to communicate. 

Apart from direct communication, which would be mostly conversations, we need persons who 

can translate our party material16 so that our international Comrades can read it. Some of them 

could translate it, themselves, but the burden to do so should be on us if we are the ones who 

want to disseminate this information. 

Defining the Party 

It has also become necessary to be able to define ourselves. There is some confusion about 

whether we are or intend to be a party in the traditional sense of political parties in Jamaica, and 

we also need a quick answer when we are asked what we are about. The answers that we were 

once able to give may no longer apply to us in our current stage of development. We used to be 

able to simply say that we are a new/emerging far-Left movement. When we gave such responses 

at the Assembly of Caribbean Peoples and the Sao Paulo Forum, we were still asked about our 

specific ideology. 

What we said at the Sao Paulo Forum is that we are a Socialist party that decided to form because 

the older Socialist party took a neoliberal turn; it was also expressed that we have mostly Marxist-

Leninist thinking but that we accommodate Black Nationalists and Democratic Socialists as well. 

We need to come to some agreement on what representatives can say when describing the party. 

We intended to be a coalition of Socialists and Black Nationalists; so far, we have been a coalition 

of multiple tendencies of Socialists. The party currently has persons influenced by Mao Zedong 

Thought, Marxism-Leninism, Democratic Socialism, Libertarian Socialism, Feminism, and Pan-

Africanism. If we identify as a Marxist-Leninist party, will the Democratic Socialists and 

Libertarian Socialists become less involved? Should we just identify as a “multi-tendency Socialist 

party” and be open about what specific tendencies dominate the membership and/or leadership? 

The answers may be quick and simple, but this needs to be discussed and possibly formalised. 

  

                                                 
15 Venezuelan Institute for Culture and Cooperation 
16 Our press releases, updates, and ideological papers 
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